
A Belgian Army soldier patrols in the main train station in the center of Brussels on Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015. Belgian prosecutors announced early Monday that police 
had detained 16 people in 22 raids but that Paris fugitive Salah Abdeslam was not among them. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert) 
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CA4 VING A GOOD STEAK? 

ONE POUND of Natural Grassfed Beef Jr out the Argentinean Pampas, grilled to perfection 
by our Master Grill Chefs over a real charcoalfire. . Juicy, lean antifull of flavor. 


ITS TIME FOR 



STEAK! 


Open daily font 1 J:30 am till H :00 pm. For ravFHfff&NH call 5823677 
Lunch and Early Bird specials available tilt 5:00pm and daily Happy Hour from 5:00-7:00pm 
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Big Bang Unico Full Magic Gold. 
UNICO column-wheel chronograph. 
In-house Hublot movement. 72-hour 
power reserve. Case and bezel crafted 
using a scratch-resistant and non-oxidizing 
18K gold alloy invented and developed 
by Hublot: Magic Gold. Interchangeable 
strap by a unique attachment. 
Limited edition of 250 pieces. 



Palm Beach Plaza: 

LG. Smith Blvd #95, Palm Beach Plaza 
Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Phone #: (297) 586-2526 


www.shivasjewelers.com 
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CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING AT TIERRA DEL SOL 


Belgium police arrest 16, Paris fugitive still at large 


RAF CASERT 
FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Belgian 
prosecutors announced 
early Monday that police 
had detained 16 people in 
22 raids but that Paris fugi¬ 
tive Salah Abdeslam was 
not among them. 

Federal prosecutor Eric 
Van Der Sypt said that “no 
fire arms or explosives were 
discovered,” in the raids — 
19 in Brussels and the three 
in Charleroi in the country’s 
south. One of those de¬ 
tained was injured when a 
car he was in tried to ram 
police during an attempt¬ 
ed getaway. 

“The investigation contin¬ 
ues,” he said. 

The raids capped a tense 
day with hundreds of 
troops patrolling and au¬ 
thorities hunting for one or 
more suspected militants, 
the Belgian government 
chose Sunday to keep the 
capital on the highest state 
of alert into the start of the 
workweek to prevent a 
Paris-style attack. 

Citing a “serious and im¬ 
minent" threat. Prime Min¬ 
ister Charles Michel an¬ 
nounced that schools and 
universities in Brussels will 
be closed Monday, with 
the subway remaining shut 
down, preventing a return 
to normal in the city that is 
also home to the European 
Union’s main institutions. 
“We fear an attack like 
in Paris, with several indi¬ 
viduals, perhaps in several 
places,” Michel said after 
chairing a meeting of Bel¬ 
gium’s National Security 
Council. 

While Brussels was kept on 
the highest of four alert lev¬ 


els, the rest of the country 
remains on a Level 3 alert, 
meaning an attack is “pos¬ 
sible and likely.” 

“Nobody is pleased with 
such a situation. Neither 
are we. But we have to 
take our responsibility," Mi¬ 
chel said. 

Western leaders stepped 
up the rhetoric against the 
Islamic State group, which 
has claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for the attacks in Paris 
that killed 130 people and 
wounded hundreds more; 
the suicide bombings in 
Beirut that killed 43 people 
and injured more than 200; 


and the downing of the 
Russian jetliner carrying 224 
people in Egypt’s Sinai Pen¬ 
insula. All happened within 
the past month. 

“We will not accept the 
idea that terrorist assaults 
on restaurants and the¬ 
aters and hotels are the 
new normal, or that we are 
powerless to stop them,” 
President Barack Obama 
said in Kuala Lumpur, Ma¬ 
laysia. 

French Defense Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian said IS 
must be destroyed at all 
costsO 



Police stand near a barricade during an operation in the center 
of Brussels on Sunday, Nov. 22, 20T5. Belgian prosecutors an¬ 
nounced early Monday that police had detained 16 people in 
22 raids but that Paris fugitive Salah Abdeslam was not among 
them. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 
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NYC emergency responders go through active shooter drill 


VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of New York emer¬ 
gency responders simulat¬ 
ed a coordinated terror at¬ 
tack Sunday, days before 
one of the city’s biggest 
public events: the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
The long-planned drill at a 
Manhattan subway station 
got a last-minute update in 
the wake of the deadly at¬ 
tacks in Paris. Officials add¬ 
ed an “attacker” wearing 
a suicide vest. 

“In New York City, we 
are, at this time, very well- 
prepared and continually 
improving that prepared¬ 
ness,” Police Commissioner 
William Bratton said outside 
the abandoned Bowery 
station in Lower Manhat¬ 
tan. 

The three-hour active- 


shooter exercise took 
place in the pricey Soho 
neighborhood populated 
by art galleries and bou¬ 
tiques. Members of the 
police, fire and federal 
Homeland Security depart¬ 
ments went into action af¬ 
ter a mock call reporting 
a gunman on the station 
platform. 

Of about 30 simulated 
straphangers in the station, 
a dozen suffered “critical 
wounds" from weapons 
firing blanks. Firefighters re¬ 
moved them on thick yel¬ 
low plastic sheets — some 
covered with fake blood — 
and law enforcement per¬ 
sonnel took on the threat. 
First responders from vari¬ 
ous emergency depart¬ 
ments worked as a team, 
with communication and 
coordination between 
agencies an important 



New York police line up near an abandoned subway station in a lower Manhattan to stage a 
drill simulating a terrorist attack Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015, in New York. Following the Nov. 13 terror 
attack in Paris and four days before New York's Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, emergency 
responders from the New York Police Department, Fire Department of New York and Homeland 
Security participated in the drill. (New York Police Department via AP) 
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goal. 

“There have been very sig¬ 
nificant improvements in 
that capacity since 9/11, 
also the coordination with 
the fire department," Brat¬ 
ton said. 

The Department of Home¬ 
land Security used the ex¬ 
ercise to test technologies 
including GoPro-like cam¬ 
eras worn by first respond¬ 
ers and acoustic gunshot 
detection systems de¬ 
signed to give police and 
firefighters information to 
coordinate their responses. 
Such systems are being 
developed for surveillance 
of the subway system, the 
commissioner said. 
Sunday's drill was funded 
by Homeland Security, and 
Bratton said there would 
be more such practice runs 
he says are “vitally neces¬ 
sary" and provide valuable 
response lessons. 

Bratton said New York law 


enforcement authorities, 
together with Homeland 
Security, are working close¬ 
ly with Paris investigators 
studying details of the Nov. 
13 attacks there, aiming 
to prepare for similar sui¬ 
cide-bomber terrorism that 
New York has never expe¬ 
rienced. 

The commissioner said 
New York would send a 
law-enforcement team 
to Paris when that probe 
was completed to learn 
as much as possible from 
those operations. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
watched the three-hour 
drill, later calling it “an 
impressive display of the 
capacity of this city to re¬ 
spond.” 

The Islamic State group, 
which claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the Paris attacks, 
has said it would target 
the U.S., especially Wash¬ 
ington and New YorkO 


Obama warns of overreaction 
to violent Islamic State attacks 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malay¬ 
sia (AP) — Trying to reas¬ 
sure a nation on edge. 
President Barack Obama 
said Sunday the Islamic 
State group "cannot strike 
a mortal blow” against 
the U.S., and he warned 
that overreacting to the 
Paris attacks would play 


into extremists' hands. “We 
will destroy this terrorist or¬ 
ganization,” he vowed. 
Ending a trip to Asia, 
Obama implored Ameri¬ 
cans not to let the spec¬ 
ter of terror cause them to 
compromise their values 
or change the way they 
live. 

“We do not succumb to 
fear,” he said. □ 
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Democrats celebrate victory in Louisiana governor's race 



Louisiana Gov.-elect John Bel Edwards hugs his wife Donna Edwards as he arrives to greet sup¬ 
porters at his election night watch party in New Orleans, Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015. At right is his 
daughter Sarah Ellen Edwards. Edwards won the runoff election for Louisiana governor Saturday, 
defeating the once-heavy favorite. Republican David Vitter, and handing the Democrats their first 
statewide victory since 2008. 


prostitution scandal in 
which he apologized for 
a “serious sin” after he 
was linked through phone 
records to Washington's 
“D.C. Madam.” 

In the final days, Vitter 
sought to rally Republican 
voters by drawing policy 
distinctions with Edwards 
and making Syrian refugee 
resettlement an issue in 
the state campaign. But it 
didn’t work. 

“I’ve lost one political cam¬ 
paign in my life, tonight and 
ironically it's the campaign 
and the political effort I am 
most proud of," Vitter told 
supporters. 

The rebuke from Louisi¬ 
ana voters will create an 
open Senate seat for the 
2016 election, as Vitter an¬ 
nounced he wouldn’t seek 
re-election to CongressO 


MELINDA DESLATTE 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Dem¬ 
ocrats in Louisiana cele¬ 
brated as they reclaimed 
the governor’s mansion 
in the southern state for 
the first time in eight years, 
while the state's Repub¬ 
lican leader insisted the 
party's “brand is strong" 
even amid the defeat of a 
one-time political power¬ 
house, U.S. Sen. David Vit¬ 
ter. 

Democrat John Bel Ed¬ 
wards’ victory in Saturday’s 
runoff election was once- 
unthinkable in the conser¬ 
vative state and a stunning 
turn of events for Vitter, 
who started his campaign 
nearly two years ago as the 
race's front-runner. With 
his 12-percentage point 
loss, Vitter announced he 
wouldn’t seek re-election 
to the Senate in 2016. 
Edwards’ win offered a rare 
pick-up of a governor's 
seat for Democrats in the 
conservative Deep South, 
but Republican leaders 
insisted it was a one-time 
fluke that didn’t suggest 
the party was in trouble in 
Louisiana. 

Republican Party of Loui¬ 
siana Chairman Roger Vil- 
lere pointed to victories for 
lieutenant governor and 
attorney general and gains 
in the state Legislature. 
“Make no mistake, Loui¬ 


siana is a deep red state 
and our Republican brand 
is strong,” Villere said in 
a statement lamenting a 
“disappointing result in the 
gubernatorial race.” 

The Democratic victory 
was as much about Vo¬ 
ter's flaws as a candidate 
as it was about Edwards' 
strengths. 

Edwards painted the race 
as a referendum on Vo¬ 
ter's character and sug¬ 
gested the U.S. senator 
didn’t measure up in such 
a competition. Edwards, 
who started the campaign 
as a little-known lawmaker 
from a rural parish, focused 
on his West Point degree 
and military resume, and 
he pledged a bipartisan 
leadership style. 

“The people have cho¬ 
sen hope over scorn, over 
negativity and over distrust 
of others,” Edwards said 
in his victory speech, be¬ 
fore leading a second-line 
parade with a jazz band 
through the French Quarter 
hotel ballroom. 

Rather than a race about 
the state's deep financial 
troubles, the contest for 
governor largely became 
about Vitter, who has been 
in elected office, first as a 
state lawmaker and then in 
Congress, for more than 20 
years. 

But Vitter was hit with re¬ 
peated attacks for a 2007 
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EVERY MONTH A DIFFERENT 
PIANO PLAYER. 

DAILY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FROM 8 PM 


www.sopranospianobararuba.com 


HAPPY HOURS 


FRIDAY 

5 PM till 8 PM 
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WEDNESDAY'S 


COUPLES NIGHT 

Heineken draft 
champagne by 
the glass 


SATURDAY'S: SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 


PERFORMANCE BY A 
LOCAL ARTIST 8 pm - 11 pm 

DJ PTR LIVE IN 

THE MIX 11 pm - 2 am 


2 for 1 

1 am - 2 am 


Cuban Cigars and T-shirts 
available at the bar! 
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American Living: 

As crime rises in Los Angeles, police, community take action 



In this 2013 photo, Los Angeles County Coroner officials remove the body of Joseph Gatto, father 
of California Assemblyman Mike Gatto, from his home in the Silverlake district near downtown 
Los Angeles. Joseph Gatto was found fatally shot and his home had been ransacked. In 2015, 
murders in Los Angeles are up 12 percent and shootings have jumped 20 percent. 

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 


AMANDA MYERS 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Edu¬ 
ardo Rebolledo had just 
gotten into his pickup 
truck after work, eager 
to head home to his two 
children when a gang dis¬ 
pute erupted 30 yards (27 
meters) behind him on 
a Los Angeles street. The 
38-year-old ducked right 
into the path of a bullet 
that hit him in the head, kill¬ 
ing him instantly. 

“He was completely inno¬ 
cent. The guy’s never even 
had a parking ticket,” said 
Detective Dave Peteque 
with the Los Angeles Police 
Department. “He’s just a 
working Joe, a family man 
trying to support his kids.” 

In a split second, Rebolledo 
joined the growing list of 
victims in the second-larg¬ 
est U.S. city, where murders 
are up 12 percent this year 
and shooting victims have 
increased 20 percent. The 
city is also on the cusp of 
recording its 1,000th shoot¬ 
ing victim of the year. 

After an especially violent 
weekend in late Septem¬ 
ber, Los Angeles Police 
Department Chief Charlie 
Beck expressed his frustra¬ 
tion about the bloodshed, 
particularly among gangs. 
“This is not Dodge City,” 
Beck said, referring to 19 
shootings in one weekend, 
13 of which were gang- 
related. 

The increases come as re¬ 
development of the city’s 
downtown and nearby 


neighborhoods has at¬ 
tracted trendy new bars 
and restaurants, thou¬ 
sands of new residents and 
megaprojects that include 
a $1 billion mixed-use hotel 
tower that will be the tallest 
in the West. 

In response to the rising 
numbers, the LAPD has de¬ 
ployed hundreds of elite 
officers to crime hot spots, 
increased the number of 
officers walking the streets 
versus patrolling in cars, 
and created a community 
relationship division dedi¬ 
cated to building the pub¬ 
lic’s trust in police officers. 
But Beck said his depart¬ 


ment can’t solve the prob¬ 
lem alone. 

“A lot of it is public will,” he 
said. “A will of everyone in 
the city of Los Angeles to 
say, ‘Enough is enough.’” 
Members of the commu¬ 
nity say they stepped up 
their own efforts when the 
crime numbers started go¬ 
ing up. 

Rebolledo's death, for in¬ 
stance, inspired a “peace 
movement” in the neigh¬ 
borhood where he was 
killed, said Michelle Mi¬ 
randa, founder of Alliance 
for Community Empower¬ 
ment, a nonprofit that pro¬ 
vides services to disadvan¬ 


taged young people, in¬ 
cluding gang intervention. 
Young people involved 
with Miranda’s organiza¬ 
tion decided to hold a 
peace march on a recent 
Saturday in response to 
Rebolledo’s death. More 
than 250 people took to 
the streets wearing white 
shirts, carrying signs that 
included: “We protest our 
right to live in peace.” 
“These are young people 
that know drugs in the 
community and gang ac¬ 
tivity, and they’re tired of 
it,” Miranda said. 

Miranda said the same 
youths who organized 


the march are working on 
more plans to continue the 
peace movement. 

At Good News Baptist 
Church in South Los Ange¬ 
les, the Rev. Winford Bell 
began a program through 
his nonprofit group to train 
members of the commu¬ 
nity how to counsel fam¬ 
ily and friends of people 
who've been murdered. 
The idea for the so-called 
“life comforters" is to pro¬ 
vide a safe outlet to vent 
anger and sorrow, and 
wherever possible, at¬ 
tempt to prevent retalia¬ 
tory violence common 
among gangs. 

“Don’t get me wrong, 
hardcore gang members 
are not going to hear me. 
Them we can’t do nothing 
with," Bell said. “The other 
ones who aren't so hard, 
who aren't dedicated to 
being gang members ... If 
they come, we can do a 
lot of work.” Los Angeles is 
among a number of major 
cities across the U.S. see¬ 
ing rises in violent crime this 
year, including Baltimore, 
Washington, D.C., Chica¬ 
go, Cleveland and Hous¬ 
ton. Other California cities 
also have seen increases, 
including Sacramento, 
Oakland and Long Beach. 
Though the numbers are 
up, those cities are far safer 
than they were in the ear¬ 
ly 1990s during the crack 
cocaine epidemic. In Los 
Angeles, for example, mur¬ 
ders peaked in 1992 at 
1,092 people killed.Q 
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US Financial Front: 

Home values point to a sharp wealth divide within US cities 



The “Painted Ladies,” a row of historical Victorian homes, underscore the San Francisco skyline 
in a view from Alamo Square. Real estate brokerage Redfin analyzed home sales over the 
past 24 months in 20 major U.S. cities, breaking down the data by neighborhood. Many of the 
cities reflect home values that have outpaced wages over the past 15 years, causing their 
neighborhoods to mirror a broader national wealth gap. San Francisco, for example, enjoys the 
benefits of tech fortunes, but its homes are largely unaffordable for the police officers, firefighters 
and teachers the city needs. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s 
still possible in Boston for a 
mail carrier, an accoun¬ 
tant and a Harvard-trained 
psychiatrist — basically, 
the crowd from “Cheers” 
— to live as neighbors. 

That finding by the real 
estate brokerage Redfin 
makes the capital of Mas¬ 
sachusetts a rarity at a 
time when neighborhoods 
in most U.S. cities are in¬ 
creasingly isolated from 
each other by income and 
home values. 

Redfin analyzed home 
sales over the past 24 
months in 20 major U.S. 
cities, breaking down the 
data by neighborhood. 
Many of the cities reflect 
home values that have 
outpaced wages over the 
past 15 years and contrib¬ 
uted to a widening wealth 
gap among neighbor¬ 
hoods that mirrors a na¬ 
tional trend. 

San Francisco, for example, 
enjoys the benefits of tech 
fortunes, but its homes are 
largely unaffordable for 
the police officers, firefight¬ 
ers and teachers the city 
needs. And while housing 
in Baltimore seems afford¬ 
able, low and unstable 
incomes there have de¬ 
pressed home ownership 
rates. Ribbons of highways 
have also ferried the mid¬ 
dle class out of cities such 
as Detroit, leaving behind 
concentrations of poverty. 
Redfin said its analysis 


is a first step in examin¬ 
ing changes over time 
in neighborhoods and in 
economic mobility. 

“Our argument is the 
shape of the American city 
is the shape of American 
life,” said Glenn Kelman, 
CEO of Redfin. “When the 
only time you meet some¬ 
one wealthy is when you’re 
handing them a croissant, 
the likelihood that your 
kids are going to attend 
a good school and know 
how to pursue a career go 
down.” 

More than half of Boston 
contains a mix of high-end 
and affordable homes, 
compared with a national 
average of 13 percent. 
Boston’s most economi¬ 
cally mixed neighbor¬ 
hoods tend to be centered 
around its Roxbury district, 
a section that has been 
predominantly working 
class, black and Latino in 
a city with a long history of 
racial and ethnic divisions. 
Its growing economic di¬ 
versity reflects the chang¬ 
ing character of Roxbury, 
where many middle-in¬ 
come homebuyers are set¬ 
tling after being priced out 
of other sections of Boston. 
The trend has unfolded in 
Roxbury neighborhoods 
such as Highland Park and 
Egleston Square. Real es¬ 
tate broker Christopher 
Buono said higher prices 
over the past five years in 
other areas of Boston have 
led more buyers into these 
neighborhoods. And the 


steady flow of students 
each year to the 35 col¬ 
leges in Boston has made 
many homes attractive to 
investors seeking to rent 
them out. 

Pockets of Roxbury were 
close to abandoned dur¬ 
ing the 1970s, said broker 
Deborah Bernat. But reno¬ 
vations and development 
have introduced condos 
and townhomes with such 
luxury features as gas fire¬ 
places and balconies. The 
result has been a mixture 
of blue-collar residents with 
startup executives. 
“Sustainable integration is 
the goal,” Bernat said. “It’s 
one of the things that I love 


about the neighborhood.” 
To assess affordability, Red¬ 
fin compared sales prices 
to median incomes. Other 
cities with above-average 
levels of economic diver¬ 
sity include Denver, Seat¬ 
tle and Washington, D.C., 
which have benefited 
from an influx of educated 
workers and technology 
companies. 

But high-tech can also wid¬ 
en the wealth gap. Almost 
all of San Francisco — the 
hub for the most prominent 
software and computer 
firms — consists of homes 
worth more than what 
a middle-income family 
there can afford. Other cit¬ 


ies, such as Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, contain small 
clusters of wealthy neigh¬ 
borhoods along with large 
swaths of relatively low- 
priced homes, but many 
residents lack the stable in¬ 
come and savings to buy. 
In some cases, the data 
suggest that better-off 
residents work in a city but 
live in the suburbs, so that 
only a small share of the 
city itself is economically 
diverse. A mix of high-end 
and affordable housing 
exists, for example, in less 
than 10 percent of San An¬ 
tonio, Memphis, Jackson¬ 
ville, Detroit, Indianapolis 
and Columbus, Ohio. □ 
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Holiday Travel: 

Don’t let the airlines lose your suitcase this Thanksgiving 



Travelers wait in line to check in their luggage at Miami International Airport in Miami. Heading 
into winter, fliers should take extra precautions with their checked luggage, December and Janu¬ 
ary are traditionally the worst months for lost bags. 


SCOTT MAYEROWITZ 
AP Airlines Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Head¬ 
ing into winter, fliers should 
take extra precautions with 
their checked luggage — 
December and January 
are traditionally the worst 
months for lost bags. 

To avoid problems, arrive 
at the airport early enough 
to let your bag get to the 
plane, and print out a copy 
of your itinerary from the 
airline’s website and stick 
it inside just in case all the 
tags get ripped off. 

In the U.S. during the first 
nine months of this year, 3.3 
bags for every 1,000 pas¬ 
sengers didn’t make it to 
their destination on time, 
according to the Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics. 
That’s not great if you are 
one of those people whose 
bag is delayed or lost. But 
consider this: during the 
2007 peak in air travel, 
airlines were mishandling 
more than twice as many 
suitcases — 7.2 bags per 
1,000 passengers. 

Globally, the baggage- 
mishandling rate has fallen 
61 percent from its peak in 
2007, according to SITA, an 
aviation communications 
and technology provider. 
That has saved the industry 
$18 billion. 

The vast majority of bags 
— 80 percent — aren’t lost 


but just delayed, accord¬ 
ing to SITA. And it takes 
about a day and a half 
to reunite passengers with 
their bags. Another 14 per¬ 
cent are damaged or have 
their contents reported sto¬ 
len. And nearly 6 percent 
of bags are lost or stolen 
completely. 

December and January 
tend to be the worst months 
because there are a lot of 
infrequent travelers check¬ 
ing multiple bags, and a 
few snowstorms can add to 
delays and suitcases that 
miss connections. 

The overall improvements 


to baggage handling 
come after carriers spent 
millions of dollars to up¬ 
grade their systems. 

Tug drivers now get re¬ 
al-time updates of gate 
changes so they can 
change their path and en¬ 
sure that bags make their 
connection. Scanners al¬ 
low bags to be tracked 
throughout the system, pre¬ 
venting a suitcase bound 
for Chicago from being 
loaded onto a plane to 
Detroit. Gate agents have 
printers to help tag bags 
that are checked at the 
last minute because of full 


(AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 

overhead bins. And, over¬ 
all, fewer bags are being 
checked because of bag 
fees.“We continue to invest 
in technology and in pro¬ 
cesses so we understand 
where bags are at all times, 
and we can manage the 
failure points,” says Bill 
Lentsch, senior vice presi¬ 
dent for airport customer 
service and cargo opera¬ 
tions at Delta Air Lines. 
Airlines are also starting to 
empower passengers — or 
at least keep them better 
informed. 

Delta was the first airline 
to allow fliers to track their 


own checked luggage, first 
on the airline's website in 
2011 and then on its mobile 
app in 2012. Bag tags are 
scanned when the suitcase 
is dropped off, loaded onto 
a plane, loaded onto a 
connecting flight and then 
again before being placed 
on the carousel at bag¬ 
gage claim. Passengers 
can see all those scans. 
American Airlines followed 
suit in August, allowing 
passengers to see when a 
suitcase was loaded or un¬ 
loaded from a plane. Right 
now, it is only available on 
the airline's website but will 
eventually be part of the 
mobile app. 

Sitting on a plane ready for 
takeoff and knowing that 
your suitcase isn’t in the 
hold below might be frus¬ 
trating. But airlines say they 
would rather have passen¬ 
gers know it then and talk 
immediately to a baggage 
representative, once on the 
ground, instead of standing 
at the carousel waiting for 
a suitcase that isn’t there. If 
your bag is late, you might 
be able to get some bonus 
frequent flier miles or even 
a voucher toward a future 
flight. Since 2010, Alaska 
Airlines has promised that 
suitcases will be on the car¬ 
ousel within 20 minutes of 
the plane arriving at the 
gate. □ 
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Migrants barred from crossing into Macedonia hold protest 



An Iranian man who was self-inflicted with a razor, shouts 
during a protest by migrants demanding to be allowed to cross 
the border with Macedonia, near the Greek village of Idomeni, 
Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Giannis Papanikos) 


C. KANTOURIS 
K. TESTORIDES 
Associated Press 
IDOMENI, Greece (AP) — 

Migrants barred from cross¬ 
ing the Greece-Macedo- 
nia border held a fourth 
day of protests Sunday, 
as Macedonia’s president 
criticized the European 
Union over the refugee 
crisis for a lack of financial 


support and data sharing. 
The influx of migrants into 
Macedonia has height¬ 
ened tensions in the coun¬ 
try, President Gjorgje Iva¬ 
nov said. 

“The risk of possible conflict 
between refugees and mi¬ 
grants, the migrants and 
police and army, and be¬ 
tween migrants and local 
people is rated as high,” 


Russia: 11 allied with IS group 
killed in North Caucasus raids 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
law enforcement officers 
on Sunday raided a hide¬ 
out in the North Cauca¬ 
sus of armed militants al¬ 
lied with the Islamic State 
group, killing all 11 of them 
in an exchange of fire, the 
counter-terrorism agency 
said. The reinforced base 
in a wooded, mountain¬ 
ous area on the outskirts of 
Nalchik, the capital of the 
Kabardino-Balkaria repub¬ 
lic, contained a workshop 
for producing explosive 
devices and a stockpile of 
weapons and ammunition, 
the National Anti-Terrorist 
Committee said in a state¬ 
ment. It said all 11 militants 
were killed after opening 
fire on the officers and us¬ 
ing grenades, while there 
were no fatalities among 


the officers. 

An Islamic insurgency has 
long simmered in the pre¬ 
dominantly Muslim North 
Caucasus republics of 
southern Russia. The region, 
which includes Chechnya 
and Dagestan, has be¬ 
come fertile ground for IS 
propaganda and recruit¬ 
ment, and the majority of 
the estimated 3,000 Rus¬ 
sians fighting in Syria are 
believed to come from the 
North Caucasus. 

The agency said the group 
of militants killed in Sun¬ 
day’s raid were allied with 
IS and had helped to send 
local residents to Syria to 
fight with IS. 

They also were preparing 
to carry out attacks in the 
North Caucasus, the agen¬ 
cy said.Q 


Ivanov told reporters Sun¬ 
day after meeting with 
visiting European Council 
president Donald Tusk in 
Macedonia’s capital, Sko¬ 
pje. 

Several European coun¬ 
tries, including EU mem¬ 
bers Slovenia and Croatia 
and non-members Serbia 
and Macedonia, have 
declared they will only al¬ 
low “war-zone refugees” 
from Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Syria to transit through their 


countries on their way to 
central and northern Eu¬ 
rope. 

This policy has left many 
others stranded in the 
Greek border town for four 
days, demanding to be let 
in and chanting slogans 
such as “Freedom!” and 
“We are not terrorists.” 

On Sunday, an Iranian man 
threatened to cut his wrists 
with a razor if not allowed 
into Macedonia. Police 
intervened to disarm him, 


but, in the scuffle, he cut 
his face. 

The number of migrants 
being barred from enter¬ 
ing Macedonia has fallen 
significantly Sunday, from 
more than 2,000 to around 
1,300 in the early evening. 
Many of them took buses 
and taxis to Athens and 
Thessaloniki. Greek police 
believe they may be try¬ 
ing to find other routes, 
including with the help of 
smugglers.^ 
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Assad: 

Syrian troops advancing thanks to Russian airstrikes 



Russian air force personnel load bombs onto a Tu-22 bomber in preparation for a bombing 
mission against targets in Syria. (AP Photo/ Russian Defense Ministry PS) 


ALBERT AJI 
BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

Syrian President Bashar 
Assad says his forces are 
advancing on "almost” 
all fronts thanks to Russian 
airstrikes that began nearly 
two months ago and have 
tipped the balance in his 
favor in some parts of the 
country. 

In remarks published 
Sunday, Assad told Chi¬ 
na’s Phoenix Television 
that the Russians depend 
on Syrian ground forces 
and “cooperate with us.” 
He added that Syrian 
troops had achieved vic¬ 
tories in some areas be¬ 
fore the strikes began but 
"could not be present ev¬ 


erywhere in Syria.” 

Russia, which has con¬ 
ducted an air campaign in 
Syria since Sept. 30, sharply 
raised its intensity in recent 
days on President Vladimir 
Putin’s orders after Mos¬ 
cow said it had confirmed 
that a bomb brought 
down a Russian plane over 
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, 
killing all 224 people on 
board. 

The Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

“Following the participa¬ 
tion of Russian air force in 
fighting terrorism, the situ¬ 
ation improved well. I can 
say that the army now is 
advancing almost on ev¬ 
ery front,” Assad said in the 
interview, which was also 


carried by Syrian state me¬ 
dia. 

Assad said the Russian air¬ 
strikes are more effective 
than those of the U.S.-led 
coalition because Mos¬ 
cow is coordinating with 
his government, saying 
“you cannot fight terrorism 
with airstrikes alone.” 

Syrian troops have cap¬ 
tured dozens of villages in 
northern and western Syria 
since the Russian airstrikes 
began. Their biggest vic¬ 
tory so far has been lift¬ 
ing a three-year siege im¬ 
posed on the military air 
base of Kweiras by extrem¬ 
ist groups in the northern 
province of Aleppo. 

The Russian strikes have not 
only targeted the Islamic 
State group, but also Syr¬ 


ian insurgents battling to 
overthrow Assad, includ¬ 
ing some Western-backed 
groups. 

Asked if he is going to run 
for president again if early 
elections are held, Assad 
said: “It is my right but it is 
early to say whether I will 
run or not.” He added that 
“I will not say that I will not 
run if I see that this is need¬ 
ed.” 

A peace plan agreed to 
last weekend by 17 nations 
meeting in Vienna says 
nothing about Assad’s fu¬ 
ture, but states that “free 
and fair elections would 
be held pursuant to the 
new constitution within 18 
months.” 

To clarify the timeline, the 
U.S. State Department said 
last week that the clock 
starts once Assad’s rep¬ 
resentatives and opposi¬ 
tion figures begin talks on 
a constitution. The vote 
would determine a new 
parliament, though not 
necessarily a new presi¬ 
dent. 

More than 250,000 people 
have been killed since the 
start of Syria’s 2011 upris¬ 
ing, which began as a 
series of mostly peaceful 
protests but escalated into 
an armed revolt against 
Assad after a harsh gov¬ 
ernment crackdown. Syr¬ 
ian rebels have demand¬ 
ed that Assad step down 
as part of any agreement 
to end the fightingO 


Palestinian stabs 
Israeli woman dead, 
3 attackers killed 

IAN DEITCH 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A 

young Israeli woman was 
stabbed to death by a Pal¬ 
estinian who was among 
three assailants to be shot 
dead following separate 
attacks Sunday, Israeli se¬ 
curity forces said, with the 
latest flare-up of violence 
coming ahead of a visit to 
the region by U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State John Kerry. 

The 21-year-old Israe¬ 
li woman was seriously 
wounded when a Pales¬ 
tinian attacked her with 
a knife in the West Bank 
Sunday afternoon before 
being shot and killed by 
soldiers nearby, the military 
said. 

Dr. Ofer Merin of the Shaare 
Zedek Medical Center in 
Jerusalem said “the young 
woman was stabbed nu¬ 
merous times in the head, 
chest and the area of the 
heart." He said despite at¬ 
tempts by medics to save 
her, she succumbed to her 
wounds. 

The attack occurred at the 
Gush Etzion junction near 
Jerusalem, the scene of 
multiple Palestinian attacks 
against civilians and securi¬ 
ty forces over the past two 
months. 

In an earlier attack, the 
military said a woman 
pulled out a knife at the 
entrance to a military base 
and began approaching 
civilians. □ 
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Mali hotel attack aimed at peace talks, say separatists 



Tight security surrounds Malian 
hotel in Bamako, Mali. 

BABA AHMED 
Associated Press 
BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — The 

assault on a luxury hotel 
in Mali’s capital that killed 
19 people was a clear at¬ 
tempt to derail a fragile 
peace process meant to 


esident Ibrahim Boubacar Keita 

stabilize the country’s vol¬ 
atile north, a representa¬ 
tive of northern separatist 
groups said Sunday. 

Halting peace negotia¬ 
tions have been dragging 
on between the central 
government and northern 


as he visits the Radisson Blu 

(AP Photo/Jerome Delay) 

separatist groups for more 
than two years in an effort 
to end the disputes that 
turned large sections of 
the country into a haven 
for radical Islamic militants. 
The talks have shown some 
promise in recent months. 


South China Sea dispute: 

China tells others don’t ‘stir up trouble’ 


EILEEN NG 
Associated Press 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malay¬ 
sia (AP) — China on Sun¬ 
day told other countries 
not to “deliberately stir up 
trouble” in the disputed 
South China Sea, while in¬ 
sisting it has no intention of 
militarizing the strategically 
vital area even though it 
has increased construction 
activities there. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Liu 
Zhenmin reiterated Chi¬ 
na's position that its con¬ 
struction of artificial islands 
in the sea was designed to 
“provide public service” to 
the region by helping ships 
and fishermen and disas¬ 
ter relief efforts. This also 


includes military facilities 
to protect the islands and 
reefs, which are located 
far from mainland China, 
he said. 

Since 2013, China has ac¬ 
celerated the creation 
of new outposts by piling 
sand atop reefs and atolls, 
and then adding build¬ 
ings, ports and airstrips big 
enough to handle bomb¬ 
ers and fighter jets — activi¬ 
ties seen as an attempt to 
change the territorial sta¬ 
tus quo by changing the 
geography. 

“One should never link the 
military facilities with efforts 
to militarize the South Chi¬ 
na Sea,” Liu said. “This is 
a false argument. It is a 


consistent Chinese position 
to firmly oppose the milita¬ 
rization of the South China- 
Sea." 

Other countries “should 
not deliberately stir up 
trouble but contribute to 
the peace and stability of 
the region,” he said. 
Although Liu’s statement 
broke no new ground 
— China has said this in 
various ways before — the 
setting for his remarks was 
significant: an Asian summit 
also attended by President 
Barack Obama, whose 
administration has backed 
the Philippines and other 
Southeast Asian countries 
who have long-standing 
disputes with China in the 


The Radisson Blu hotel at¬ 
tacked by two gunmen 
on Friday was preparing 
to host a meeting on im¬ 
plementing the latest ac¬ 
cords. 

“The attack was targeting 
the peace agreement,” 
said Sidi Brahim Ould Sida- 
ti, a representative of the 
Coordination of Azawad 
Movements, known by its 
French acronym CMA. 
The CMA is a coalition of 
groups seeking autonomy 
in northern Mali and in¬ 
cludes ethnic Arabs and 
Tuaregs. 

“The jihadis are in differ¬ 
ent groups but their goal 
is the same, and that’s to 
hinder implementation of 
the peace accord,” Sidati 
said. 

It was the secular separat¬ 
ist groups that first wrested 


northern Mali from the 
government in 2012, using 
weapons looted from arse¬ 
nals in neighboring Libya, 
but they were soon over¬ 
taken by al-Qaida-allied 
radicals. 

In 2013, the French pushed 
the Islamic extremists out 
of cities and towns though 
they continue to carry out 
attacks on U.N. peace¬ 
keepers. 

The peace talks between 
the government and the 
separatists excluded the 
radicals, who have spo¬ 
ken out against the ne¬ 
gotiations, accusing par¬ 
ticipants of betraying the 
population's desire for in¬ 
dependence. The hotel 
attack was claimed by the 
Al-Mourabitoun (The Senti¬ 
nels) radical group which 
has links to al-Qaida. □ 
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At Press Time: 

Early returns: Opposition candidate ahead in Argentine vote 



Opposition presidential candidate Mauricio Maori arrives to 
vote during in a runoff presidential election in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan) 


PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Opposition candi¬ 
date Mauricio Macri took 
an early lead over the rul¬ 


ing party contender in Sun¬ 
day's historic runoff to pick 
a replacement for outgo¬ 
ing President Cristina Fer¬ 
nandez, who along with 
her late husband dominat¬ 


ed Argentine politics for 12 
years. 

With 38 percent of the votes 
counted, election authori¬ 
ties said opposition candi¬ 
date Mauricio Macri had 
54 percent support com¬ 
pared to 46 percent for ri¬ 
val Daniel Scioli. The initial 
returns came after several 
exit polls suggested that 
Macri would win. However, 
Argentine law does not al¬ 
low the exit polls to release 
percentages and full num¬ 
bers until 9 p.m. local time. 
Macri campaigned on 
promises to reform and 
jumpstart Argentina's 
economy, and went into 
Sunday’s race as the front¬ 
runner after his unexpect¬ 
edly strong showing in the 
Oct. 25 first round that 
forced a runoff against Sci- 
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oli. 

“We are doing well, very 
well," said Maria Eugenia 
Vidal, governor-elect of 
the Buenos Aires province 
and a top official in Macri's 
“Let's Change” coalition. 
Scioli, who had been ex¬ 
pected to win by 10 or 
more points in last month's 
six-candidate election, 
tried to regain momentum 
by frequently attacking 
Macri before the runoff. He 
said a Macri victory would 
subject this nation of 41 mil¬ 
lion people to the market- 
driven policies of the 1990s, 
a period of deregulation 
that many Argentines be¬ 
lieve set the stage for the 
financial meltdown of 2001 - 
2002. 

While he and close aides 
expressed confidence ear¬ 
ly Sunday, nobody from his 
camp had spoken since 
the polls closed. 

A Macri win would signal 
a clear end to the era of 
Fernandez, who along with 
her late husband and pre¬ 
decessor, Nestor Kirchner, 
rewrote the country's so¬ 
cial contract, gaining both 
rabid followers and fierce 
critics along the way. 

The power couple spent 
heavily on programs for the 
poor, raised tariffs to pro¬ 
tect local economies and 
passed several progressive 
laws, including the legal¬ 
ization of gay marriage in 
2010. 

Macri frequently repelled 
Scioli’s claim that Macri 
represented policies of the 
past, saying he would lead 
with "21st century develop¬ 
ment” as opposed to "21st 
century socialism” — a 
term used by supporters of 
the late Venezuelan Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez and his 
successor, Nicolas Maduro. 
The election comes at a 
time when Argentina's 
economy, Latin America's 


third largest, has stalled. 
Inflation is around 30 per¬ 
cent, gross domestic prod¬ 
uct growth is just above 
zero and many private 
economists warn that the 
Fernandez administration's 
spending is not sustainable. 
Macri has promised to ad¬ 
dress the economic prob¬ 
lems and to shake things 
up regionally. If elected, 
he said, he would push 
to expel Venezuela from 
the South American trade 
bloc known as Mercosur 
because of the jailing of 
opposition leaders under 
Maduro. That would be a 
huge change for a con¬ 
tinent where many coun¬ 
tries, including neighbors 
Chile, Brazil and Bolivia, 
have left-leaning demo¬ 
cratic governments that 
have maintained close ties 
with Venezuela. 

Overthe course of the cam¬ 
paign, both candidates at 
times tried to straddle the 
center. Scioli said he would 
solve a long-standing New 
York court fight with credi¬ 
tors in the U.S. who Fernan¬ 
dez calls "vultures” and has 
refused to negotiate with. 
Macri flipped his position 
and voiced support for the 
nationalization of the YPF 
oil company and Aerolin- 
eas Argentina, popular ac¬ 
tions by the Fernandez ad¬ 
ministration. 

But there were also clear 
differences. 

Macri, the mayor of Bue¬ 
nos Aires, promised to lift 
unpopular controls on the 
buying of U.S. dollars and 
thus eliminate a booming 
black market for curren¬ 
cy exchange. Doing that 
would likely lead to a sharp 
devaluation of the Argen¬ 
tine peso. With low foreign 
reserves, the government 
would desperately need 
an immediate infusion of 
dollars. □ 

















Highlighting Impressive Property Upgrades: 


Riu Palace Aruba Gives Local Press the Royal Treatment! 



PALM BEACH - Members of wonderful enhancemenfs 
the local press were invited made to the property after 
to sample a taste of the a $25 million upgrade. Riu 
Riu Palace Aruba Resort Resorts opened on Aruba 
recently, to preview the in 2007 and have since 




showing off the resorts 
ability to pamper and sur¬ 
prise its guests with elegant 
amenities. 

After settling into the luxu¬ 
rious accommodations 
provided by the resort, 
members of the press 
were escorted along a de¬ 
lightful property tour. The 
main features of the tour 
were the upgraded Junior 
Suites, which were spa¬ 
cious and elegant, offering 



been a popular choice for 
guests for an elegant All-In¬ 
clusive experience on Aru¬ 
ba’s famous Palm Beach. 
Guests of the press event 
checked into the resort 
in the afternoon, greeted 
in the lobby with flutes of 
champagne, and a warm 
welcome by Aruba’s Op¬ 
erations Manager Dan- 
iele Camponovo, General 
Manager Richard Velasco, 
and Sales Manager En¬ 
rique Llinas. 

The rooms chosen for 
the press were specially 


adorned with elegant fruit 
plates, flowers, chocolates, 
and more champagne, 


outstanding lighting and 
use of space both inside 
and out, including private 
Jacuzzis both indoors and 
out on the terrace. The 
hosts of the event were 
clear to note the fresh new 
look and feel of the prop¬ 
erty and the suites, which 
focused on light, bright 
spaces, wide outdoor and 
ocean views, and a more 
modern touch to the 450 
rooms on property, includ¬ 
ing free WiFi and gorgeous 
flat-screen TVs. 


Continued on page 15 




Explore Aruba by night! 


CALL US DIRECT AND 


Monday to Saturday 
6.00 PM -12.00 AM | 

-Champagne toast 
-Dinner under the Stars < 
-Three Bar stops 


SAVE 

US$ 


Monday to Saturday f^lAgn 
x 8.30 PM-12.30 AM '- 

' - Four bar stops with drinks at special prices 

- Free welcome shot at every stop 


PLEASE MENTION CODE: AD10 


KukooKunuku Noord128P Noord, Aruba Phone:(297)5862010/US:(305)2907423 
Fax: (297) 586 2009 Email: contact@kukookunuku.com www.kukookunuku.com 


CALL US NOW 

586*2010 
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SCRAPS 


$11 LOCAL 


Located at RIU Palace Antillas 
* Phone: 5257777 
“Formerly Weslin Resort" 
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Nightly Live Entertainment in the Red Piano loung 

ARUBA'S FAMOUS POKER ROOIffiK 
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JOIN OUR PLAYERS CLUB $10 FREE SLOT PLAY 



Loyal Visitors 
Honored at the 
Renaissance Resort 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a pair of loy¬ 
al and friendly visitors of 
Aruba at the Renaissance 
Resort as Distinguished Vis¬ 
itors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10-to-19 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Geoffrey and Mrs. Evelyn 
Sharp, celebrating their 
10 th consecutive visit! 

All of the honorees are 
loyal members of the Re¬ 


naissance Resort and they 
love Aruba very much 
because of the friendly 
people, the weather, 
the beaches, the restau¬ 
rants, the Casinos, and 
just about everything else! 
They say Aruba feels like 
a second home where 
the people are like family 
to them, and the Renais¬ 
sance Resort is truly their 
1 home-away-from-home. ’ 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mrs. Marouska 
Heyliger representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with friends and 
family from the Renais¬ 
sance Resort .□ 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variely of Reiail £ Dining Oufleis, 

Solan & Spa Services, Souvenir ard more. 


Gaskin Robbins j Dun kin Donuts Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Juan Voider Cafe | Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Baulique The lazy Lizard | The Morksl 
TOF Twisl of Flovms » 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open'daify 10am to 4am * Ji. Frausquin Blvd #47 
5915000* (csinaclhamhfaxam 


Uinas to dine at a large, 
festive table set at Don 
Nicholas restaurant, a ma¬ 
jestic, modern and inviting 
buffet-style international 
restaurant. The cuisine and 
the ambiance were de¬ 
lightful and enjoyed to the 
fullest by all! 

After an exquisite dinner, 
members of the press were 
encouraged to sample 
the rest of the fun and ex¬ 
citing features of both the 
Riu Palace and Riu Antillas 
properties, including the 
Cool Casino, the Orchid 
Casino, and various shows 
and entertainment. □ 


beachside, which is also 
perfect for private events 
and functions. All of the 
restaurants offer fabulous¬ 
ly-appointed menus to de¬ 
light the tastes and senses 
of even the most discern¬ 
ing guests. 

The property tour finished 
with champagne and 
cocktails under the stars 
at Barry’s Lounge, where 
members of the press were 
introduced to different 
members of management 
and staff of the resort. 
Following the property tour 
the press gathered togeth¬ 
er with their hosts Cam- 
ponovo, Velasco, and 


Also new to the property is 
a modern beachfront pool 
with built in seating, com¬ 
plimenting the already op¬ 
ulent main pool and other 
waterworks on the resort. 
The press was also offered 
a preview of the reserva- 
tions-only restaurants of 
the resort, including Sayuri, 
featuring Asian fusion cui¬ 
sine, Krystal, featuring fine 
modern dining, Milano, 
featuring Classic Italian, 
and Nautilus, a bold Steak- 
house restaurant situated 
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ECLAC and Ecuador Call for Improving Quantity and Quality of Statistics 


—The President of Ecuador, 
Rafael Correa, and the Ex¬ 
ecutive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Ca¬ 
ribbean, Alicia Barcena, 
inaugurated in Quito the 
eighth meeting of the Sta¬ 
tistical Conference of the 
Americas. 

ORANJESTAD/QUITO - The 


President of Ecuador, Ra¬ 
fael Correa, and the Ex¬ 
ecutive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC), Ali¬ 
cia Barcena, made a call 
to the different social ac¬ 
tors recently to improve 
the quantity and quality of 
sfafistics in order fo place 
them at the service of de¬ 


velopment with equal¬ 
ity in the framework of the 
2030 Agenda, during the 
inauguration of the eighth 
meeting of the Statistical 
Conference of the Ameri¬ 
cas (SCA) in Quito. 

A total of 36 delegations 
from ECLAC's member and 
associated states and rep¬ 
resentatives from 18 United 
Nations organizations will 


participate until November 
19 at the SCA’s meeting, 
the main forum for the de¬ 
bate of statistics develop¬ 
ment in the region, which 
will be held at the Union 
of South American Nations 
(Unasur) building in Quito. 
“The new global agenda 
for development imposes 
the need to boost on the 
national statistical systems 
a revolution to satisfy the 
demand of information 
necessary for its implemen¬ 
tation and supervision”, 
Ecuador’s President said 
and added that this implies 
strengthening the national 
statistical systems through 
allocation of resources, ex¬ 
istence of legal frameworks 
that guarantee its inde¬ 
pendence and innovation 
in the processes of data 
generation. 

Rafael Correa advocated 
for the need to “break the 
conceptual inertias and 
progress towards new met¬ 
rics that challenge the par¬ 
adigm of traditional con¬ 
cepts." 

As an example, he said 
that not only the “work 
for the market” should be 
measured but also the 





Alicia Barcena. 


non-remunerated work, as 
well as the quality of life in 
general, not only the gross 
domestic product per cap¬ 
ita. 

“Statistics must be under¬ 
stood as a public good at 
the service of our democ¬ 
racies," he underlined. 

“The State needs timely 
and quality statistical infor¬ 
mation to perform its role 
in an effective way,” said 
ECLAC’s Executive Secre¬ 
tary, who also advocated 
for guaranteeing the au¬ 
tonomy of national statistic 
offices and for consolidat¬ 
ing its guiding role of the 
national statistic systems. 
This should be done with 
the aim of giving back 
feedback for politics and 
building a new equation 
between State, market 
and society. 

Alicia Barcena encour¬ 
aged the region’s countries 
to go beyond traditional 
measurements and to 
build metrics that account 
for distributive inequalities 
in different spheres. □ 
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Kyle Busch 

completes comeback 
to win 1st Cup title 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
HOMESTEAD, Fla. (AP) — 

Kyle Busch opened the 
season in a hospital bed 
and ended it in victory 
lane with the champion¬ 
ship trophy. 

Busch completed the ulti¬ 
mate comeback Sunday 
night by winning his first 
career Sprint Cup title just 
nine months after a serious 
crash at Daytona near¬ 
ly ended his season. He 
crashed into a concrete 
wall the day before the 
Daytona 500 and broke his 
right leg and left foot. 
Despite multiple surgeries 
and grueling rehabilita¬ 
tion, Busch missed only 11 
races and was back in his 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota in 
late May. NASCAR granted 
him a waiver to race for the 
championship if he earned 
a berth in the playoffs, and 
Busch was off and running. 
“I don’t know if I quite 
understand life yet, but 
there’s something to be 
said about this year,” an 
emotional Busch said on 
his team radio. 

He won the season finale 
Sunday night at Home- 
stead-Miami Speedway 
to claim the title, and 
knocked Kevin Harvick 
from his perch as reign¬ 
ing champion. Busch also 
denied Jeff Gordon a fifth 
crown in his final race. Gor¬ 
don said before the season 
started he’d retire after this 
race. 

Harvick finished a distant 
second, Gordon was a 
mediocre sixth and Martin 
Truex Jr., the fourth driver in 
the championship field, fin¬ 
ished 12th. 

“You always want to win, 
but I’ve learned not to be 
greedy,” Harvick said after 
his 12th second-place fin¬ 
ish of the year cost him the 
championship. 


There was a strong senti¬ 
mental push for Gordon 
to go out on top in his fi¬ 
nal race. But he was only 
average all season, and 
that didn't change Sun¬ 
day night in front of a huge 
contingent of friends and 
family that included For¬ 
mula One champion Lewis 
Hamilton and Mario An¬ 
dretti, who both sat atop 
his pit box at the start of the 
race. 

Gordon led nine laps early 
in the race and was third 
for an early restart but 
he bobbled it and plum¬ 
meted to eighth. That was 
about as good as he’d be 
the rest of the race as he 
struggled mightily with the 
handling of his Hendrick 
Motorsports Chevrolet. 
“Gosh, I'm a little disap¬ 
pointed, I'll be honest," 
Gordon said. “I thought 
going into the race we 
had something for them." 
Gordon eventually made 
his way to victory lane to 
congratulate Busch, who 
began his career as Gor¬ 
don’s teammate at Hen¬ 
drick Motorsports. Temper 
tantrums and wrecked 
race cars led to his release 
before the 2008 season, 
and Busch has been chas¬ 
ing a Cup championship 
ever since. 

“All he’s been through this 
year, nobody’s more de¬ 
serving than him,” Gordon 
said of the new champion. 
Truex, the underdog driv¬ 
ing for single-car team 
Furniture Row Racing, also 
didn’t have enough in his 
Chevrolet to contend de¬ 
spite a handful of gutsy pit 
calls the team used out of 
desperation. 

“We really felt like without 
trying something really dif¬ 
ferent, we weren’t going 
to get there,” Truex said. 

Continued on page 19 
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NOVEMBER 26, 2015 
GRAND CARIBBEAN BALLROOM 
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i 






,W.i 


Celebrate the day with family and friends while enjoying a 
traditional Thanksgiving feast prepared by our culinary team 


THANKSGIVING BUFFET FEATURES: 

Roasted Vermont Turkey | Carved Virginia Ham | Slow Roasted Beef 
Prime-Rib | Grilled Beef Tenderloin & Chicken Breast | Fresh Salmon 
Sausage & Sage Stuffing | Cranberry Sauce | Pumpkin Rice | Garlic & 
Rosemary Potatoes | Mashed Sweet Potatoes | Steamed Green 
Beans | Soups & Salads | Pumpkin Pie Pecan Pie | Apple Pie 
Chefs Deluxe Petite Fours 

Plus all your other favorites! 

There will be live entertainment, raffles and a big screen to watch the NFL games! 

For reservations and information, please contact Marvinia Richardson 
at 526-6607 or marvinia.richardson@hilton.com 


n hiltonarubacaribbean 


Adults: $49.00* 

Kids 6-12: $20.00* 

Kids 0-5: FREE 

Plus 18% Service Charge 
and 3.5 Sales Tax 

* At the door price: 

Adults $55.00 | Kids 6-12 $25.00 


Hilton 


ARUBA CARIBBEAN 
RESORT & CASINO 
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Bob Foster, former light heavyweight champion 



In this Nov. 21, 1972, file photo. Bob Foster, left, connects with a left to Muhammad Ali during a 
boxing bout in Stateline, Nev. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — 

Bob Foster, the former light 
heavyweight champion 
who fought Joe Frazier and 
Muhammad Ali and went 
on to become a sheriff’s 
deputy, died Saturday. He 
was 76. 

New Mexico state Rep. 
Antonio Maestas said in a 
statement that Foster died 
at Presbyterian hospital 
in Albuquerque with wife 
Rose and his family at his 
side. 

“His wife Rose Foster, his 
children, and Family thank 
you for your prayers and 
support in this time of heal¬ 
ing,” the statement said. 

In Las Vegas before the 
Miguel Cotto-Canelo Al¬ 
varez fight, a 10-count was 
tolled on the bell at Man¬ 
dalay Bay in honor of Fos¬ 
ter. 

Standing 6-foot-3, the big- 
punching Foster was 56-8-1 
with 46 knockouts. He won 
the light heavyweight title 
in 1968 when he stopped 
Dick Tiger in the fourth 


round of their fight at Madi¬ 
son Square Garden. It was 
the only time Tiger was 
knocked out in his career. 
Two years later, Foster 
moved up to heavyweight 
to challenge Frazier for the 


title. The fight was a mis¬ 
match, with Frazier stop¬ 
ping Foster at 49 seconds 
of the second round. 

Foster regained his 
175-pound title in his next 
fight, but in 1972 fought 


Associated Press 

again as a heavyweight, 
meeting Ali at a Lake Ta¬ 
hoe casino. Again, Foster 
was overmatched, with Ali 
knocking him down seven 
times before the fight was 
finally stopped in the eighth 


dies at 76 

round. 

Foster, who was named 
the third-greatest light 
heavyweight ever by Ring 
Magazine in 1994, made 
14 successful title defenses 
before retiring as cham¬ 
pion in 1974. He returned a 
year later, finally retiring for 
good in 1978 after being 
knocked out in his last two 
fights. 

Foster was the Boxing Writ¬ 
ers Association of America 
fighter of the year in 1968, 
edging Frazier in a close 
vote. He was inducted in 
the International Boxing 
Hall of Fame's first class in 
1990. 

While still boxing, Foster 
began his career with the 
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Born in Borger, Texas, Foster 
grew up in Albuquerque 
and played football at Al¬ 
buquerque High. He served 
in the Air Force. 

A public service and cel¬ 
ebration of life will be held 
in Albuquerque.Q 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 
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With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail. com 
www. arahibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 
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Kyle Bush 

Continued from page 17 


“We felt like we had to take 
a really big swing at it." 
That made the champion¬ 
ship race a two-car battle 
between Busch and Har- 
vick, and the outgoing 
champion simply didn’t 
have enough for Busch. 

Busch was headed to¬ 
ward the title via a second 
or third-place finish in the 
race when NASCAR called 
a caution for debris with 
11 laps remaining. Team 
owner Joe Gibbs pumped 
his fists in frustration, but 
Busch remained calm in 
the car. The field headed 
to pit road, Busch asked 
for an adjustment, and was 
second on the restart with 
seven laps remaining. 

He worked his way past 
leader Brad Keselowski to 
claim the lead, then Busch 
pulled away and handily 
beat Harvick to the finish 
line by 1.553 seconds. 

“This is pretty unbelievable. 
The dream of a lifetime, a 
dream come true," Busch 
said. 

The title is a sweet reward 
for Busch, who has made 
huge personal and profes¬ 
sional gains over the last 
several years. Known as 
one of most talented driv¬ 
ers in the sport, his temper¬ 


ament often got in his own 
way. But he has mellowed 
with marriage, gained 
perspective after the Day¬ 
tona wreck, and was de¬ 
termined to be on his feet 
in the delivery room when 
wife Samanfha delivered 
fheir first baby, a boy born 
in May — right after Busch 
returned to the race car 
and celebrated his 30th 
birthday. 

“I just can't believe it, with 
everything that happened 
this year, all the turmoil, ev¬ 
erything I went through, my 
wife wenf through,” Busch 
said. “I said back then. I'll 
say it again, the rehab and 
then getting back and get¬ 
ting focused was the hard¬ 
est part, the hardest thing 
I’ve ever gone through. 

“To put it all together here 
tonight, this night wasn’t all 
that hard." 

His title is the first for Toyo¬ 
ta, which joined the Sprint 
Cup Series in 2007 and had 
shots at championships but 
came up empty again and 
again. It was also fitting be¬ 
cause Joe Gibbs Racing 
dominated a huge portion 
of fhis season and was the 
overwhelming favorite to 
win the title with one of its 
four drivers. 

Busch also joins older 
brother, Kurt, as a NASCAR 
champion. Kurt Busch won 
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the title in 2004, the inau¬ 
gural season of NASCAR's 
Chase format. 

The system has been 
tweaked several times and 
is in the second year of 
an elimination format that 
sends four drivers to Home¬ 
stead to race for the title. 
The first driver to the finish 
line hoists the Cup, and 
Busch won it by winning 
the race, the same way 
Harvick did a year ago. 

The title is the fourth NAS¬ 
CAR crown for Joe Gibbs, 
a three-time Super Bowl 
winning coach, but first 
Cup title since 2005.Q 



Jeff Gordon, right, congratulates Kyle Busch after Busch won the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race and the season title, Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 22, 2015, at Homestead-Miami Speedway in Home¬ 
stead, Fla. 

Associated Press 



LUXURY VILLAS 


CONDOS 

SALES 



CONTACT US SY EMAIL; lNFO$}GOLDGOASTAft J&A.COM 


CALL ? 200 

TOLL FREE l-6i* 976 S?7C 
WWW COLOCOASTAftU6A.COM 

































MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2015 


DISPORTS 


m 



LOCATED AT 

6RICKELL BAY BEACH CLUB & SPA 


e?a&vu;iKtetigB esasBiK i?ki- wm 


HAPPY HOUR 

9:00pm- 10:00pm 


UMim l?AHfcL 


OPEN SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 5PM TILL 1AM FRIDAY « SATURDAY SPM TO 3AM 


Djokovic beats Federer in straight sets to win at ATP finals 


CHRIS LEHOURITES 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — As usual 
this season, Novak Djokov¬ 
ic was the best player on 
the court. 

The top-ranked Serb won 
his fourth straight title at 


the season-ending ATP fi¬ 
nals on Sunday by beating 
six-time champion Roger 
Federer 6-3, 6-4. 

Djokovic, who won three 
Grand Slam titles this year 
and reached the final in 
the other, capped the 


best season of his career 
wifh another superb dis¬ 
play, including winning 16 
of the 19 points on his sec¬ 
ond serve and saving both 
break points he faced. 

“I couldn’t ask for a bet¬ 
ter finish of the season,” 


Djokovic said. “For some 
reason or another. I’ve 
been playing some of my 
best tennis after the U.S. 
Open, in Asia and also in¬ 
doors, both Paris and Lon¬ 
don.” 

Federer beat Djokovic on 



Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
holds up the winners trophy 
after he defeated Roger 
Federer of Switzerland in their 
singles final tennis match 
at the ATP World Tour Finals, 
in the 02 arena in London, 
Sunday Nov. 22, 2015. 

Associated Press 

Tuesday in the group stage, 
but the 17-time Grand 
Slam champion made too 
many mistakes in the final 
on Sunday. Federer ended 
up with 31 unforced errors, 
including 15 from his usu¬ 
ally reliable forehand. 

He even gave away the 
final point with his second 
double-fault of the match. 
“It would have been nice 
to serve a little bit bet¬ 
ter early on in the match, 
play better overall on his 
second serve, because he 
does allow you to play on 
his second serve,” said Fe¬ 
derer, who lost to Djokovic 
in the 2012 final and pulled 
out of last year’s champi¬ 
onship match against the 


Serb with a back injury. 
“Maybe at times I went for 
too much.” 

Federer finishes his sea¬ 
son with a 6-5 record in fi¬ 
nals, with all five losses to 
Djokovic. Two of those of 
those came at Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open, giving 
Djokovic his ninth and 10th 
major titles. 

For Djokovic, it was a sea¬ 
son to remember. 

Besides becoming the first 
man to win four straight 
titles at the tournament for 
the top eight players in the 
world, Djokovic also will fin¬ 
ish the season at the No. 1 
player for the fourth time in 
five years. He won the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open, and 
reached the final at the 
French Open. 

The latest victory, his 82nd 
of the year, evens the 
head-to-head record 
against Federer at 22-22. 
On Saturday in the semifi¬ 
nals, he evened his head- 
to-head record against 
Rafael Nadal at 23-23. 
“Those two rivalries made 
me a better player, the 
player I am today, no 
doubt," Djokovic said. 
“Made me understand 
what I need to do both on 
and off the court to be able 
to be in this position now.” 
On the court, both Djokov¬ 
ic and Federer had break 
chances in the opening 
two games, but both man¬ 
aged to save them. The first 
breakthrough for Djokovic 
came in the third game. 
With Federer serving at 
30-30, the Swiss player 
thought he had his first ace 
of fhe match. But Djokovic 
challenged the call, and 
won.Q 
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Kerr wins title, Ko takes $1 million. Park going to Hall 


TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Sports Writer 
NAPLES, Fla. (AP) — Gris¬ 
tle Kerr was the player of 
the week. Lydia Ko was 
the player of the year and 
pocketed another $1 mil¬ 
lion bonus. Inbee Park will 
be among the players of 
all-time. 

One tournament, three 
women celebrating. 

And just as the LPGA Tour 
intended, the season finale 
was dramatic until the end. 
Kerr won the season-end¬ 
ing CME Group Tour Cham¬ 
pionship on Sunday, taking 
the lead for good with a 
12-foot eagle putt on the 
par-5 17th and soon wrap¬ 
ping up her 18th career vic¬ 
tory. Her $500,000 first prize, 
which pushed her career 
earnings past $17 million, 
almost seemed ancillary 
given the stakes that Ko 
and Park were playing for 
this week. 

“Good golf is just good 
golf," Kerr said. “It doesn't 
really matter what age it is. 
I think I proved that.” 

Kerr is 38, and says she 
doesn’t plan on slowing 
down anytime soon. Ko is 
still just 18, and became 
the fourth player to go from 
rookie of the year one year 
to player of the year the 
next. The others on that list: 
Nancy Lopez, Beth Daniel 
and Annika Sorenstam. 
Greats all, and Ko is well on 
her way to that same sta¬ 
tus. 

“I said if I could choose 
one of the awards, I would 
choose player of the year," 
Ko said. “To know that I am 
the player of the year, it's 
an awesome feeling.” 

Ko won the $1 million bo¬ 
nus for winning the Race 
to the CME Globe, just 
as she did last year. And 
Park wrapped up a trip to 
the LPGA Hall of Fame by 


winning the scoring title, 
meaning the only step that 
now remains between her 
and induction is complet¬ 
ing her 10th season on tour 
next year, a prerequisite for 
eligibility. 

“It’s been a long season," 
Ko said. “Up and down. 
Mostly ups.” 

Kerr shot a 4-under 68 and 
finished at 17-under 271, 
one shot better than Ger- 
ina Piller and Ha Na Jang. 
Lexi Thompson was fourth 
at 14 under. She and Paula 
Creamer were among a 
group of U.S. Solheim Cup 
teammates who doused 
Kerr with champagne on 
the 18th green moments 
after she tapped home a 
2-footer to end the season. 
France’s Karine Icher was 
fifth at 13 under. Park was 
alone in sixth, good enough 
to beat Ko by three shots 
over the course of the en¬ 
tire season for the Vare Tro¬ 
phy and the 27th point she 
needed for her trip to the 
LPGA Hall. 

“I said the Hall of Fame will 
be my last goal, but it really 
came early and I achieved 
pretty much everything I 
set so far in my career," 
Park said. “There is plenty 
other goals to set.” 

The pressure was obvious, 
all over the final back nine 
of the year. 

Thompson had an 8-foot 
birdie putt on the par-5 
14th, and never got it near 
the hole. Park missed a 
2-footer for par on the 12th, 
then rallied with consecu¬ 
tive birdies. Stacy Lewis, 
one of three women who 
entered the week con¬ 
trolling their destiny in the 
$1 million race, gave her 
wedge a smack after 
needing two shots to es¬ 
cape a bunker at the 16th. 
Ko had a birdie try at 16 not 


long afterward, leaving it 
uncharacteristically short. 
But in the end, Kerr, Park 
and Ko did enough to all 
come away with big prizes. 
“Pretty cool,” Kerr said. “A 
lot of different honors.” 

Kerr shot four rounds in the 
60s, made a 35-foot birdie 
putt at No. 15 to tie for the 
lead, then the eagle at 
the 17th put her on top for 
good. 

Park was second in the 
Globe chase, pocketing 
a $150,000 bonus. Thomp¬ 
son was third, taking home 
$100,000 in bonus money 
— though she spent much 
of the afternoon in position 
to sweep both the $500,000 
first prize and the $1 million 
bonus. 

“It’s been a special year 
for the tour,” Ko said. □ 



Cristie Kerr poses for photos while holding the trophy after she 
won the LPGA’s CME Group Tour Championship golf tournament 
at Tiburon Golf Club on Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015, in Naples, Fla. 
Kerr won the event at 17 under par. 

Associated Press 



FEEL THE VIBE., 


c q s i n o 

Football Season 

is once again upon us my brothers 
Can I get an AMEN!) 




WEEKLY NFL FREE PARLAY CONTEST 


031 


YOU RECEIVE 1 FREE PARLAY TICKET 

FOR EVERY $20 OR MORE BET ON ANY SPORTSBOOK WAGER 

* NO POINT SPREAD * SIMPLY PICK THE WINNER OF ALL GAMES ON THE CARD 
- MOST WINNERS-WINS * PRIZE IS SHARED EQUALLY WHEN THERE IS A TIE 

AWG 500.00 

WEEKLY PRIZE FOR MOST CORRECT. 

B All ftr« Parlay cards mud be #i SO minuter k»foro- Iha start ofl the f *3t name on Irte ww+dy card. 

’ Fre# ittilay wJI sfrYfry r J20 & rtX** ■ ^5 ClfliYMXir Ovb C^d. 

9 One Itckat per 12G 1 bei or mom. 

- PLy^i 4 . wrtb th* mc#l wrfu Rftr* n ? *wy WW m tti* & h <4 

■ ManagcfnciYI tcicvcs -all«*jhLt la- cancet or slHw pr&moCian a/1 wi-y limr 


TEL 587 3399 * AT THE LA CABANA BEACH RESORT & CASINO 























MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER 


DISPORTS 



Triple G and Canelo could be boxing’s next big thing 


TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Canelo 
Alvarez hadn’t even had 
time to celebrate his win 
over Miguel Cotto when 
the subject of Gennady 
Golovkin came up. 
Golovkin was watching at 
ringside, and had to like 
what he heard. 

“With all due respect, if he 
wants to fight right now I’ll 
put the gloves on and fight 
him,” Alvarez said. 


That didn’t happen Satur¬ 
day night at the Manda¬ 
lay Bay casino, but Alvarez 
may not have to wait long. 
The two biggest names in 
the middleweight division 
are on a collision course 
that could end with them in 
the ring together sometime 
next year in a megafight 
that could make many 
fans forget the retired Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. 

It's a fight both boxers 
want, and one fight fans 
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are beginning to thirst for. 
Two big punching middle- 
weights in their prime with 
all the major titles and box¬ 
ing supremacy at stake. 
“Gennady Golovkin is a 
great fighter, and he is 
my friend,” Alvarez said. “I 
have respect for him, but 
if we do fight, it’s going 
to be at my weight class. 
I’m the champion, and I 
don't have to do what he 
wants.” 

Alvarez can afford to be 


picky, but not for long. The 
160-pound title he won by 
beating Cotto comes with 
strings attached — a man¬ 
date by the WBC for him 
to fight his fellow middle¬ 
weight champion in a unifi¬ 
cation bout. 

One scenario would be for 
both boxers to fight other 
opponents in the spring 
— Alvarez has the Cinco 
de Mayo weekend May- 
weather always favored 
for his big pay-per-view 
fights already lined up — 
and then meet in Septem¬ 
ber. 

“This fight will take Canelo 
to a whole new level,” said 
Oscar De La Hoya, who 
promotes Alvarez. “This is a 
new era in our sport.” 

This being boxing, of 
course, there's no guar¬ 
antee the fight will take 
place. The two fighters 
have different promoters 
and differing agendas. 

But they know each other 
well and have sparred to¬ 
gether several times. They 
also know the millions each 


of them can make in a 
fight that would match two 
big punchers in their prime. 
“I’m not afraid of any¬ 
body,” Alvarez said. 
Alvarez staked his claim 
to being the best in the 
division with a unanimous 
decision over Cotto that 
wasn’t as lopsided as the 
three judges scoring ring¬ 
side made it look. One 
gave Alvarez 11 of the 12 
rounds in a fight that Cotto 
was competitive in all the 


way to the final bell. 
Alvarez never really 
seemed to hurt Cotto, 
though he threw the hard¬ 
er punches all night. While 
Cotto tried to mix it up and 
box from the outside, Alva¬ 
rez patiently walked him 
into some big shots that 
proved the difference. 

It wasn’t a great fight, but 
it was certainly a good 
one. And while Cotto was 
bitterly disappointed, the 
outcome was almost surely 
good for a sport thirsting for 
good young talent. 

Cotto left the ring quick¬ 
ly after the fight, leaving 
trainer Freddie Roach to 
speak for his effort. 

“We thought it was much 
closer than the score cards 
showed,” Roach said. “It 
was a very competitive 
fight." 

That was reflected in ring¬ 
side stats that showed Cot¬ 
to throwing more punches 
(629-484) than Alvarez but 
landing less (155-129). Al¬ 
varez was credited with 
throwing more power 


punches, landing 118 of 
them to 75 for Cotto. 

The pro-Alvarez crowd that 
filled the Mandalay Bay 
arena liked what they saw 
from the Mexican star, es¬ 
pecially in the later rounds 
when the two traded more 
punches. Most were on 
their feet in the final round 
when the two went toe-to- 
toe in the early moments of 
the round. 

Alvarez, who blamed in¬ 
experience for the only 


loss of his career — a 2013 
decision to Mayweather — 
solidified his position as a 
pay-per-view draw in the 
fight. The red-head known 
simply as “Canelo” among 
fans has consistently drawn 
big, enthusiastic crowds. 
The performance against 
Cotto will surely draw more 
fans to his side. 

But Triple G has his fan 
base, too, selling out Madi¬ 
son Square Garden last 
month for a dominating 
win over David Lemieux. 
It was Golovkin's pay-per- 
view debut and, though it 
didn’t sell in big numbers, 
the fight was a coming 
out bout of sorts for those 
not familiar with the unde¬ 
feated knockout artist from 
Kazakhstan, who now lives 
in Los Angeles. 

With Mayweather retired, 
there’s an opening for oth¬ 
er fighters to take his place. 
Unlike Mayweather, both 
Alvarez and Golovkin bring 
plenty of firepower into the 
ring, something that fight 
fans love to seeO 



Canelo Alvarez, of Mexico, celebrates his win over Miguel Cotto, of Puerto Rico,during a WBC 
middleweight title bout Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015, in Las Vegas. Associated Press 
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Utilities see potential in drones to inspect lines, towers 



In a Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2015, photo, Bernd Lutz, CEO of Boul¬ 
der, Colorado-based bizUAS Corp., which provides drone ser¬ 
vices for utilities and other industries, prepares to demonstrate 
the use of a Cyberhawk octocopter drone for power line in¬ 
spections at a New York Power Authority site in the Catskills, 
near Blenheim, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


BY MARY ESCH 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
BLENHEIM, N.Y. (AP) - U S. 

utilities see great potential 
in the use of remote-con¬ 
trolled drones to do the 
often-dangerous work of 
inspecting power lines and 
transmission towers but 
strict regulations have so 
far slowed adoption of the 
technology. 

The remote-controlled de¬ 
vices make the work of 
linemen safer, more effi¬ 
cient and less expensive, 
according to the Electric 
Power Research Institute, 
which last month put on 
a three-day workshop to 
help nearly a dozen utilities 
choose the best machines 
for the job. Miniature heli¬ 
copter-like drones, some 
equipped with cameras 
and other sensors, con¬ 
ducted demonstration in¬ 
spections of transmission 
lines at a hydroelectric 
plant in the Catskill Moun¬ 
tains. 

“We want to start using 
drones next spring when 
the inspection season be¬ 
gins,” said Alan Ettlinger, 
research and technology 
director for the New York 
Power Authority, who at¬ 
tended the workshop. 
Utilities spend millions of dol¬ 
lars inspecting power lines, 
which are often in hard-to- 
reach places. The industry 
has been interested in the 
potential use of drones for 
years, but has been slower 
than European companies 
to adopt the technology 
because of U.S. regulatory 
restrictions. 


While hobbyists can fly 
drones without certifica¬ 
tion, the Federal Aviation 
Administration requires spe¬ 
cial certification for com¬ 
mercial users. There are 
numerous conditions and 
limitations: The drone oper¬ 
ator needs a pilot’s license, 
the aircraft must weigh less 
than 55 pounds, flights can 
go no more than 200 feet 
above the ground, and the 
drone must be operated in 
the pilot's line of sight. 


The FAA treats the opera¬ 
tion of drones like any other 
aircraft for safety reasons 
and commercial operators 
face strict rules for getting 
permission to use them, ac¬ 
cording to the agency. 
Seven U.S. utilities have 
been granted FAA approv¬ 
al fortesting drone technol¬ 
ogy in 2015. Consumers En¬ 
ergy in Michigan conduct¬ 
ed a series of tests over the 
summer using its own eight- 
rotor drone and unmanned 


aerial vehicles operated by 
outside vendors to inspect 
wind turbines, utility poles 
and transformers. The utility 
is part of a UAV task force 
under the Edison Electric 
Institute, the association 
representing U.S. investor- 
owned electric companies. 
“When you look at the 
amount of information we 
can gain to make accu¬ 
rate decisions about our 
systems, and look at the 
cost and time savings, this 
is a huge opportunity for 
us," said Andrew Bordine, a 
Consumers Energy execu¬ 
tive. 

The UAV system Consumers 
Energy uses starts at about 
$10,000, Bordine said. Sen¬ 
sor attachments range 
from a few thousand dol¬ 
lars to upward of $100,000, 
he said. But the cost sav¬ 
ings are far greater than 
the investment. 

Consumers Energy spends 
several hundred thousand 
dollars a year to send peo¬ 
ple out in the field to do 
mapping and measuring of 
its electrical system, Bordine 
said. A UAV equipped with 
“lidar,” the sensor technol¬ 
ogy used to develop driv¬ 
erless cars, can collect the 
same data and more at a 
small fraction of the cost 
and time. 

“With wind turbines, you'll 
have a couple of guys 
hanging off the blades by 
a rope a couple hundred 
feet in the air to do inspec¬ 
tions visually, at a cost up¬ 
wards of $10,000 per site,” 
Bordine said. “We can get 
the same results with a UAV 


for $300, without putting 
workers in danger.” 

The Bureau of Labor Statis¬ 
tics reports 17 fatal work in¬ 
juries among utility workers 
in 2014, but doesn't specify 
the cause. 

Other industries, including 
oil and gas drillers, pipe¬ 
line operators, construction 
companies, and agricul¬ 
ture are also investigating 
the use of drones to make 
inspection and mapping 
tasks faster, more accu¬ 
rate, safer and less costly. 
“The main advantage we 
provide in small unmanned 
assets is safety,” said Mark 
Sickling, chief pilot for Cy¬ 
berhawk, a drone com¬ 
pany based in the United 
Kingdom that does aerial 
inspections for utilities and 
the oil and gas industry. At 
the workshop. Sickling dem¬ 
onstrated Cyberhawk’s 
most popular drone, the 
eight-rotor G4 Eagle, which 
boasts “unprecedented 
flight and image stability.” 
The work done by Consum¬ 
ers Energy over the sum¬ 
mer could also be done 
with a drone flying without 
direct human control using 
instructions entered into an 
onboard flight computer if 
the FAA allowed it, Bordine 
said. 

“The FAA is looking at how 
to revamp its requirements 
to make the technology 
more accessible to more 
companies,” Bordine said. 
“A goal for me would be to 
get FAA approval to work 
with a remote applica¬ 
tion and an autonomous 
flight/’Q 
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Insurers reassure investors about ACA exchange business 


TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 

Health insurers rallied Fri¬ 
day to ease investor and 
customer concerns about 
the Affordable Care Act’s 


public insurance exchang¬ 
es a day after the nation’s 
biggest insurer questioned 
its future in that still-devel¬ 
oping market. 

Blue Cross-Blue Shield insur¬ 
er Anthem and Medicaid 
coverage provider Molina 
Healthcare both said they 
are making money off their 
exchange business, and 
Anthem joined Aetna, the 
nation's third-largest health 
insurer, in reaffirming its 
2015 earnings forecast. 

“I think the (ACA) mar¬ 
ketplace is going to be 
around for a while," said 
Molina CEO Dr. Mario Mo¬ 
lina. 


TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 
(AP) - With $2 trillion in buy¬ 
outs since January, 2015 
has become the year of 
the megadeal, fueled by 
free money in a zero-inter¬ 
est rate environment. 

But with the Fed appearing 
increasingly keen on hiking 
rates, that party may be 
coming to an end. 

That is, unless you're in 
health care. 

Almost one out of every 
four dollars in takeovers this 


Shares of Molina and other 
insurers plunged Thursday 
after UnitedHealth Group 
cut its 2015 forecast, re¬ 
ported deep losses from 
its exchange business and 


said it will decide next year 
whether it wants to con¬ 
tinue in that market. That 
followed reports earlier this 
fall that several smaller, 
nonprofit insurance coop¬ 
eratives would stop selling 
coverage on the state- 
based exchanges, which 
are a key element in the 
ACA’s push to expand in¬ 
surance coverage. 

Insurers in many markets 
have struggled to find the 
right mix of healthy cus¬ 
tomers to balance the sick¬ 
er ones since the exchang¬ 
es opened for business in 
the fall of 2013. Even busi¬ 
nesses that reaffirmed 


year involved a company 
in health care, and the size 
of those deals is immense. 
Compared with five years 
ago the total value of 
health care mergers and 
acquisitions in the United 
States has more than tri¬ 
pled, according to the 
data firm Dealogic. 

Even in the face of rising 
interest rates, which would 
make deal-making a more 
expensive proposition, busi¬ 
ness insiders see few rea¬ 
sons why momentum in the 


their commitment have 
had some growing pains. 
Aetna said last month that 
it lost money last year on 
the business, and it’s in the 
red this year as well. 


But the insurer expects 
improvement, in part be¬ 
cause it is learning more 
about the customers it 
serves through this busi¬ 
ness. That will help it set the 
right prices for future cov¬ 
erage. 

Anthem, the nation’s sec¬ 
ond largest insurer, said its 
enrollment in the public 
exchanges fell by 69,000 
people to 824,000 in the 
third quarter. Spokeswom¬ 
an Jill Becher said the busi¬ 
ness has been less profit¬ 
able than expected. 

CEO Joseph Swedish said 
in a statement that the in¬ 
surer remains committed 


health care sector will cool 
any time soon. There is too 
much to gain. Drugmakers 
still need to buy drugs and 
companies that promise to 
give them a sizeable com¬ 
petitive advantage and sell 
the ones that don't as they 
pare their focus. Health in¬ 
surers, doctors and hospitals 
are pushing to get bigger 
and bring more muscle to 
their negotiations with each 
other over the ever-rising 
cost of care. The Blue-Cross 
Blue Shield insurer Anthem 


to the business and “con¬ 
tinuing our dialogue with 
policymakers and regula¬ 
tors regarding how we can 
improve the stability of the 
individual market.” 

The not-for-profit insurer 
Kaiser Permanente also 
said late Thursday that it 
remained “strongly com¬ 
mitted” to participating in 
the exchanges. Kaiser cov¬ 
ers about 450,000 people 
in nine exchanges, and a 
spokeswoman said they 
are confident that the busi¬ 
ness is financially stable. 
Molina said his company 
has been helped in the 
exchange business by ex¬ 
panding slowly and focus¬ 
ing on a customer base 
it already knows how to 
serve, low-income pa¬ 
tients. 

“We're not trying to be all 
things to all people," he 
said. 

Even though some insurers 
have made money so far 
on the exchanges, industry 
analyst David Windley sees 
room for improvement. In¬ 
surers are still struggling to 
attract enough healthy 
patients, and the analyst 
said it's too easy for cus¬ 
tomers to manipulate the 
system by doing things like 
signing up for coverage, 
using health care, and 
then stopping premium 
payments. 

UnitedHealth said Thurs¬ 
day it has been hurt in 
particular by customers 
who signed up for cover¬ 
age outside the annual 
open enrollment window 
and use more health care 
in general than those who 
bought coverage during 
open enrollment.O 


Inc. is spending $48 billion 
to buy rival insurer Cigna, 
a deal that would create a 
combined company pull¬ 
ing in well over $100 billion 
in revenue. These deals 
also allow companies to 
combine resources and cut 
expenses at a time when 
every element of the sector 
is feeling pressure to control 
health care costs. 

“Health care firms, in gen¬ 
eral, I believe will need to 
get bigger," Morningstar 
analyst Vishnu Lekraj said.Q 


Ford workers 
approve new 
UAW contract 

DEE DURBIN 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Ford work¬ 
ers narrowly approved a 
new four-year contract, 
wrapping up five months of 
negotiations between the 
United Auto Workers union 
and Detroit automakers. 
The UAW said this week¬ 
end that Ford’s contract 
passed with a 51,4-percent 
vote. The agreement cov¬ 
ers 53,000 U.S. hourly work¬ 
ers at 22 plants. 

“There is no higher author¬ 
ity than the membership. 
Through a fair and demo¬ 
cratic process UAW-Ford 
members have delivered 
job security and strong 
economic gains for their 
families and communities,” 
said UAW Vice President 
Jimmy Settles, the union's 
top Ford negotiator, in a 
statement. 

Union leaders held a press 
conference earlier this 
week to push for the Ford 
agreement when they 
feared workers would re¬ 
ject it. Some workers said 
the union didn't push hard 
enough to win back things 
they lost in previous agree¬ 
ments, including annual 
wage increases. They also 
wanted a two-tier wage 
system eliminated immedi¬ 
ately instead of over eight 
years, as the contract 
promises. 

But union leaders warned 
that they might not get 
a better deal from Ford 
if workers rejected the 
agreement and sent them 
back to the bargaining 
table. 

“If we thought there was 
another dollar on the ta¬ 
ble, we would have got it 
the first time,” said Bernie 
Ricke, the president of Lo¬ 
cal 600, a large union in 
Ford's hometown of Dear¬ 
born. 

The contract raises wages 
for all workers and gradu¬ 
ally eliminates the two- 
tier system, which cur¬ 
rently pays newer workers 
less than veteran ones. It 
promises bonuses of up to 
$ 10,250 per worker this year 
and annual profit-sharing 
checks and other bonuses 
each year after thatO 



This photo shows the Anthem logo at the company's corporate headquarters in Indianapolis. 
Aetna Inc. and the Blue Cross-Blue Shield carrier Anthem Inc. each reaffirmed on Friday, Nov. 

20, 2015 their 2015 earnings forecasts. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings) 


Mega-deals may carry into 2016 for health care 
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Report: Pfizer, Allergan close to $150 billion merger deal 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pfizer 
Inc. and Allergan PLC are 
on the cusp of reaching a 
$150 billion deal that would 
create the world’s larg¬ 
est drugmaker by sales. 
The Wall Street Journal re¬ 
ported Sunday, citing un¬ 
named people familiar 
with the matter. 

According to the newspa¬ 
per, terms of the deal in¬ 
clude 11.3 Pfizer shares for 
every Allergan share, along 
with a small cash compo¬ 


nent. The boards of each 
company were expected 
to approve the agreement 
Sunday and it could be an¬ 
nounced Monday. 

Pfizer and Allergan rep¬ 
resentatives declined to 
comment. 

If a deal is reached, it 
would be the biggest ever 
merger in health care and 
the largest “inversion” 
ever — that’s a tax-saving 
maneuver in which a U.S. 
company reincorporates 


in a country with a lower 
corporate tax rate. Inver¬ 
sions have become a hot 
political topic, raising the 
ire of lawmakers in Wash¬ 
ington and public interest 
groups. 

Botox maker Allergan is 
based in Ireland but runs 
much of its operations out 
of Parsippany, New Jersey. 
To help secure that lower 
tax rate, the deal will be 
technically structured as 
a reverse merger, with Al¬ 


lergan buying New York- 
based Pfizer, according to 
the newspaper’s report. 
Pfizer, the maker of Viagra 
and Lipitor, has been deal¬ 
ing with tough competition 
from generics and pressure 
from investors to stimulate 
growth. Generic competi¬ 
tion is expected to cut Pfiz¬ 
er’s sales by $28 billion from 
2010 through next year. It’s 
done three sizeable deals 
since 2000 to boost rev¬ 
enue. 


Buying Allergan would add 
its brand-name medicines 
for eye conditions, infec¬ 
tions and heart disease to 
Pfizer’s extensive portfolio 
of vaccines and drugs for 
cancer, pain, erectile dys¬ 
function and other condi¬ 
tions. It would also allow 
Pfizer, the world's second- 
biggest drugmaker by 
revenue, to surpass Swit¬ 
zerland’s Novartis AG and 
regain the industry’s top 
spotO 


Abercrombie cuts back on sales and it pays off in 3Q 



A shopper carries her Abercrombie & Fitch purchase in Phoenix. Retailer Abercrombie & Fitch 
reported quarterly earnings on Friday, Nov. 20, 2015. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin) 


NEW ALBANY, Ohio (AP) — 

Taking a path at odds with 
other retailers who have 
slashed prices to lure cus¬ 
tomers through the door, 
Abercrombie & Fitch fo¬ 
cused instead on reinvigo¬ 
rating its brand and it paid 
off in the third quarter as 
profits more than doubled. 
Investors, rattled by weak 
sales and dismal forecasts 
from the sector, rewarded 
Abercrombie this week¬ 
end. Shares jumped more 
than 20 percent Friday, the 
biggest one-day percent¬ 
age gain in three years. 
“Our third quarter results 
exceeded our expecta¬ 
tions coming into the quar¬ 
ter and provide the stron¬ 
gest validation yet that 
our initiatives are working,” 
said Executive Chairman 
Arthur Martinez. 

The shift in strategy can 
be seen in the company’s 
quarterly adjusted gross 
profit rate, which was 63.7 
percent. That’s an im¬ 
provement of 120 basis 
points, and 210 basis points 
on a constant currency 


basis, over last year. 

For the period ended Oct. 
31, Abercrombie & Fitch 
earned $41.9 million, or 60 
cents per share. A year 
earlier it earned $18.2 mil¬ 
lion, or 25 cents per share. 
The performance looked 
even better thanks to an 
improved tax situation, 
which turned into $5.9 mil¬ 
lion on the plus side this 
quarter. Last year, the 
company incurred an ex¬ 
pense of approximately 
$9.6 million. 

Earnings, adjusted for non¬ 
recurring gains, were 48 
cents per share. That blew 
past the per-share projec¬ 
tions of 19 cents on Wall 
Street, according to a poll 
by Zacks Investment Re¬ 
search. 

Revenue for the New Al¬ 
bany, Ohio, company to¬ 
taled $878.6 million, also 
handily beating analyst 
expectations for $869 mil¬ 
lion. 

“Customers responded fa¬ 
vorably to the company’s 
recent floorsets despite re¬ 
duced promotions,” wrote 


Richard Jaffe, an analyst 
with Stifel, 

Nicolaus We believe ANF’s 
momentum is sustainable 
Sales at stores open at least 
a year dipped 1 percent. 
The metric is a key indica¬ 
tor of a retailer’s health be¬ 
cause it excludes volatility 


from recently opened or 
closed. 

But that decline in the 
current environment ap¬ 
peared palatable for in¬ 
vestors. Late Thursday, 
Gap reported a 4 percent 
decline at name brand 
stores, and a 12 percent 


decline at its Banana Re¬ 
public locations. Its Old 
Navy stores did much bet¬ 
ter, however. Abercrom¬ 
bie’s Hollister locations led 
the way, where same-store 
sales rose 2 percent, which 
offset some weakness at 
name brand stores. □ 


American homebuilder sentiment slips in November 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

U.S. homebuilders are feel¬ 
ing slightly less confident in 
their sales prospects head¬ 
ing into next year, even as 
their overall sales outlook 
remains favorable. 

The National Association of 
Home Builders/Wells Fargo 
builder sentiment index re¬ 
leased last week slipped 
this month to 62, down 
three points from a revised 
reading of 65 in October. 


Readings above 50 indi¬ 
cate more builders view 
sales conditions as good, 
rather than poor. The in¬ 
dex has been consistently 
above 50 since July last 
year. 

Builders’ view of current 
sales conditions and their 
outlook for sales over the 
next six months also de¬ 
clined. A measure of traf¬ 
fic by prospective buy¬ 
ers rose slightly. The latest 
builder index represents a 


pullback from October's 
reading, which hit the high¬ 
est level in 10 years, and is 
more in line with the con¬ 
sistent, modest growth in 
new home sales seen this 
year, said David Crowe, 
the NAHB’s chief econo¬ 
mist. “A firming economy, 
continued job creation 
and affordable mortgage 
rates should keep housing 
on an upward trajectory 
as we approach 2016,” 
Crowe said. Solid hiring 


over the past three years 
has improved many family 
balance sheets, while rising 
home prices has returned 
equity to current hom¬ 
eowners now seeking to 
upgrade to new residen¬ 
tial developments. Sales of 
new homes have soared 
17.6 percent during the first 
nine months of 2015. 

Still, new-home sales 
plunged sharply in Sep¬ 
tember to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 


468,000, the slowest pace 
in 10 months. The decline 
snapped a two-month 
streak of accelerating 
sales. 

Sales of new homes remain 
below the 52-year historic 
average of 655,200. 

This month’s builder index 
was based on 364 respon¬ 
dents. 

Builders’ view of current 
sales conditions for single¬ 
family homes fell three 
points to 670 
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Difficulty Level ★ 11/23 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 South 
Indiana 

5 Microsoft’s Bill 

10 Little rascals 

14 Frosted 

15 Step_; get 

out of the way 

16 Genuine 

17 “How do I love 
_? Let me 
count..." 

18 Insincere talk 

20 Layer of turf 

21 “Oh, dear me!” 

22 Showed on TV 

23 Irish fine 
tablecloth fabric 

25 Cheap metal 

26 Beautiful 

28 Pair of small 
drums 

31 Refuge; haven 

32 Speaks 
indistinctly 

34 Boxer’s doc 

36 Sign of 
affection 

37 Grand or spinet 

38 Alpha’s follower 

39 Building annex, 
often 

40 Strikes with an 
open hand 

41 Antitoxin 

42 Respiratory or 
circulatory 

44 Areas where 
dandruff forms 

45 Womanizer 

46 Peruvian beast 

47 Kareem 
Jabbar 

50 Injure 

51 Major leaguer 

54 _ with; write to 

57 Come find 

58 Barber’s focus 

59 Calmness 

60 Celebration 

61 Notice 

62 Ms. Moorehead 

63 Elegant poems 

DOWN 

1 Alpha-_; cold 

cereal choice 

2 Reverberate 


3 Without cause 

4 HST’s follower 

5 Ship’s kitchen 

6 Type of pear 

7 Helpful hints 

8 O’Neill & Harris 

9 Behold 

10 Author 
Washington _ 

11 Israel’s Golda 

12 Walking speed 

13 Iditarod vehicle 
19 _cats and 

dogs; pours 
21 Fire _; 
stinging insects 

24 what it is” 

25 Bull, in Spain 

26 Jab 

27 Train tracks 

28 Items on a 
bread tray 

29 Lay partially on 
top of 

30 Arrange 

32 Thailand, once 

33 Drink like a dog 
35 Scottish caps 
37 Begged 


38 Sun’s ray 

40 No longer fresh 

41 Shady deal 

43 Go quickly 

44 Still photos in a 
viewer 

46 Knight’s spear 

47 Muscle cramp 

48 Deadly snakes 


49 Faucet problem 

50 Complain 

52 Learn by _; 
memorize 

53 Dollar bills 

55 Hot tub 

56 Cribbage piece 

57 Flying saucer, 
for short 
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Iran sentences US journalist to prison 


NASSER KARIMI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
has sentenced detained 
Washington Post journalist 
Jason Rezaian to an un¬ 
specified prison term fol¬ 
lowing his convicfion lasf 
month on charges that in¬ 
clude espionage, Iranian 
state TV reported Sunday. 
Gholam Hossein Mohseni 
Ejehi, the spokesman for 
Iran’s judiciary, announced 
the punishment in a state¬ 
ment on the TV station's 
website. 

“In brief, it is a prison sen¬ 
tence," he said. The ver¬ 
dict is “not finalized,” he 
added, referring fo an ex¬ 
pected appeal. 

Ejehi was responding to a 
question from a local re¬ 
porter at a weekly news 
conference. He said the 
verdict has not been of¬ 
ficially communicated to 
Rezaian or his lawyer. 
Rezaian's lawyer, Leila Ah- 
san, told The Associated 
Press she had not been 
informed of the verdict — 
let alone details of the sen¬ 
tence. 

“I have no information 
about details of the ver¬ 
dict,” she said. “We were 
expecting the verdict 

some three months ago.” 
Rezaian was detained with 
his wife, Yeganeh Salehi, 
and fwo phofojournalisfs 
on July 22, 2014. All were 
later released except 

Rezaian, a dual U.S.-lranian 
citizen. 

Rezaian went on trial in four 
closed-door court hearings 
at Tehran’s Revolutionary 
Court, which hears cases 
related to national securi¬ 
ty. Last month, he was con¬ 
victed of spying and ofher 
charges. 

The Post has vigorously 
denied the accusations 
against its correspondent. 
“We’re aware of the re¬ 
ports in the Iranian me¬ 
dia, but have no further 
information at this time,” 
Washington Post foreign 
editor Douglas Jehl said in 
a statement. 

“Every day that Jason is in 
prison is an injustice. He has 
done nothing wrong. Even 
after keeping Jason in pris¬ 
on 488 days so far, Iran has 
produced no evidence of 
wrongdoing. □ 



In this 2013 photo, Jason Rezaian, an Iranian-American corre¬ 
spondent for the Washington Post, smiles as he attends a presi¬ 
dential campaign of President Hassan Rouhani in Tehran, Iran. 
Iran has sentenced Rezaian to an unspecified prison term fol¬ 
lowing his conviction last month on charges that include espio¬ 
nage, Iranian state TV reported Sunday. 

(AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) 



All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
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Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Email: qualitv@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


SERIOUS ABOUT SELLING 
YOUR TIMESHARE? 
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Over 3000 weeks sold since 1997 
Call 734 -7777 hr o FREE appraisal 
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Direction: Weststraat #22 | Phone: 582-7800 
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Classifieds 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

wk 36 

room 130 

$2,250 

wk 38 

room 529 

$4,750 

wk 40 

room 336 

$3,750 

wk 40 

room 105 

$5,000 

wk 42 

room 338 

$4,000 

wk 43 

room 329 

$3,250 

wk 49 

room 144 

$5,500 


wk 48 or 49 room 119 $4,750 
wk 48 or 49 room 551 $5,500 
wk 49 or 50 room 203 $5,500 
wk 49 542 room $3,000 

wk 21 or 22 room 347 $4,000 
wk51 room 347 $12,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203667 


Time -Share for sale 
by owner 
Divi Village 

wk46 1 bdr, rm 117. M. Fees 
pay only when used. Gold 
season, mid nov special asses 
due 2475 below mrkt price 
Local 565-9394 until 11/23 or 
508-651-0016 
e-mail: usmc53w@aol.com 

204158 

Time -Share for sale 
by owner 
Mill Resort 

wk 45 Nov. start, 3 rm suite rm 
119 ABC 3 bath $3,750 
or 2 rm-2 bath unit 119 B+C 
$2,900 or 1 bdr, 1 bath unit 
119A $2,300 
Local 565-9394 or 
508-651-0016 
e-mail: usmc53w@aol.com 

204160 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 
Dr. Alvarez 

Tel. 583-9119 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Vis 

Tel: 584-9700 


EMERGENCIA 

POLICE 100 

ORANJESTAD 527-3140 
NOORD 527-3200 

STA. CRUZ 527-2900 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 

POLICE TIPLINE 11141 
FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

DENTAL CLINIC 587-9850 
AMBULANCE 582-1234 
CENTRO MEDICO 523-8833 



PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 
San Nicolas: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 
TAXI-TAS 
PROF. TAXI 
TAXI D.T.S. 
SERVICE ARUBA 


118 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 
583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

a 

~ November 23 

Zuiderdam 
Royal Princess 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 



Are you locking for a 
Iruslworlhy parlner bo 
sell, rent or manage your 
properly in Aruba? 

Contact us lorfay] 
(ail)297 5§4-40Q2 


Far more- >n far malign: 


/JR 

. ICtoartyfleatty _ 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Td: 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel_5_82-44_33 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Great Lakes levels expected to stay mostly above average 


I 




Waves crash along the Lake Michigan shoreline at Holland State Park, Mich., on Thursday, Nov. 
12, 2015. Lakeshore flood warnings are in effect. 

Associated Press 


JOHN FLESHER 
AP Environmental Writer 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 

— Water levels in the Great 
Lakes should remain mostly 
above average over the 
next six months as a power¬ 
ful El Nino gives the region 
a break after two bitterly 
cold winters, but it’s un¬ 
clear whether there will be 
longer-term effects, federal 
scientists said Thursday. 

El Nino, the warming of 
surface waters in the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean that can signifi¬ 
cantly influence weather in 
North America, is expected 
to bring milder tempera¬ 
tures and less snow across 
the lakes that hold nearly 
one-fifth of the world’s sur¬ 
face fresh water. National 
Weather Service hydrolo¬ 
gist Jim Noel said. 

Those conditions are unlike¬ 
ly to alter the seasonal pat¬ 
tern of Great Lakes levels, 
which tend to rise in spring, 
peak in summer and de¬ 
cline in fall, said Keith Kom- 
poltowicz, hydrology chief 
with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ district office in 
Detroit. But the fluctuations 
may be less pronounced 
than usual, partly because 


of El Nino’s effects on evap¬ 
oration and precipitation. 
“We don’t see any extreme 
events in terms of lake lev¬ 
els on the horizon,” Kom- 
poltowicz said as scientists 
released an updated fore¬ 
cast for the Great Lakes, 
which have rebounded 
sharply after a prolonged 
slump that lasted from 1998 
through 2012. 


Lakes Huron and Michigan 
have enjoyed the most 
dramatic improvement, 
rising nearly three feet — 
their biggest two-year jump 
on record. It’s been a relief 
for cargo shippers, marina 
owners and property own¬ 
ers along shorelines where 
retreating water had given 
way to muck and weeds. 
Mild air temperatures this 


fall may lower evapora¬ 
tion rates, resulting in less 
of a drop-off in water levels 
than usual, Kompoltowicz 
said. But if snowfall declines 
this winter as expected, 
the spring rise in water lev¬ 
els might also be reduced. 
Spring runoff of the snow- 
pack is a key factor in de¬ 
termining lake levels. 

Lakes Superior, Huron, 


Michigan and Erie should 
remain at above-aver¬ 
age levels for the next six 
months, he said. Lake On¬ 
tario, which is controlled 
by a hydroelectric dam 
on the St. Lawrence River, 
is expected to be near or 
slightly below its long-term 
average. 

The scientists were reluc¬ 
tant to extend their predic¬ 
tion beyond six months, al¬ 
though Kompoltowicz said 
a return to colder tempera¬ 
tures in fall 2016 could bring 
greater-than-usual evapo¬ 
ration. 

They noted that Great 
Lakes water levels have 
gone in different directions 
after the two strongest El Ni¬ 
nos prior to the current one. 
After a powerful El Nino in 
1982-83, the lakes rose and 
hit record highs by 1986. But 
another El Nino in 1997-98 
was followed by a nearly 
15-year decline. 

“That just shows there’s a 
lot more in play here, and 
it’s impossible to pin a lot 
of what we can expect in 
terms of levels on the Great 
Lakes to just one climate 
signal,” Kompoltowicz 
said.Q 


Record number of stranded seal pups in Northern California 



This November 2015 photo provided by The Marine Mammal 
Center shows fur seal pups being cared for at the center's facil¬ 
ity in Sausalito, Calif. 

Associated Press 


SAUSALITO, California (AP) 

— Marine mammal experts 
say another species of ma¬ 
rine wildlife has begun turn¬ 
ing up, emaciated and 
weak, in record numbers 
on the California coast in 
what has been a series of 
alarming signs of oceanic 
distress. 

Unhealthy northern fur seal 
pups have been found 
stranded on beaches in 
record numbers, newly 
weaned and weighing little 
more than the typical birth 
weight for the species, ex¬ 
perts at the Marine Mam¬ 
mal Center near Sausalito 


said. 

“They’re adorable, but 
on the other hand they’re 
these little bags of skin and 
bones,” said Jeff Boehm, 
the center's executive di¬ 
rector. 

As of Friday, the Marine 
Mammal Center near Sau¬ 
salito had taken in 85 north¬ 
ern fur seals, which live out 
in the Pacific Ocean's wa¬ 
ters and islands and would 
only rarely be found on 
shore, the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat reported Satur¬ 
day. 

According to the center, 
that number is more than 


double the previous record 
of 31 pups in 2006. Veteri¬ 
narians estimate they are 
between 4 and 5 months 
old. 

The stranded northern fur 
seals are the latest in a string 
of alarming marine events. 
Experts have been work¬ 
ing all year to address an 
“unusual mortality event" 
among California sea lions. 
In addition, wildlife rescue 
crews have been trying to 
rehabilitate a record num¬ 
ber of the rarely seen and 
endangered Guadalupe 
fur seal pups, also showing 
up stranded.□ 
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Hollywood studio pays off ‘Barefoot Bandit’s’ restitution 



In a Wednesday, May 8, 2013, file photo, Colton Harris-Moore, 
right, who is also known as the “Barefoot Bandit,” sits in a Skagit 
County Superior Courtroom, in Mount Vernon, Wash., next to his 
attorney, John Henry Browne, left. 

Associated Press 


SEATTLE (AP) — A Hol¬ 
lywood studio has paid 
more than $1 million to set¬ 
tle the “Barefoot Bandit's" 
court-ordered restitution in 
exchange for the rights to 
his story. 

The studio, 20th Century 
Fox, wrote a check to the 
U.S. Marshal’s office earlier 
this month. It was the final 
payment toward Colton 
Harris-Moore’s restitution. 
The Seattle Times reported. 
The “Barefoot Bandit's” life 
on the run is now headed 
toward the big screen. 
The money mostly paid 
for three small airplanes 
he stole and crash landed 
and a boat he hijacked in 
the Bahamas while evad¬ 


ing capture. 

Harris-Moore was sen¬ 
tenced to 6 Vi years in 
federal prison in 2012 for 
the theft of the airplanes, 
a boat and guns during a 
crime spree that began 
when he escaped from a 
Renton juvenile halfway 
house in 2008. 

A book and a documen¬ 
tary of his exploits already 
have been published. 

The Internet made Harris- 
Moore a cult hero, and at 
one time, he had nearly 
50,000 followers on his 
Facebook page, where 
he would occasionally 
leave a post written on a 
stolen laptop. 

He eluded a massive man¬ 


hunt, while police warned 
that he was dangerous. 
Harris-Moore said he 
taught himself how to fly 
using flight manuals and a 
computer flight simulator, 
according to court docu¬ 
ments. 

While he was able to get 
the planes off the ground 
and pilot them, some¬ 
times in bad weather, he 
had a tougher time with 
the landings. Harris-Moore 


crashed all three of them, 
acknowledging in de¬ 
fense documents that he 
very nearly died in a Sep¬ 
tember 2009 crash of a 
stolen Cessna that went 
down near Granite Falls in 
Snohomish County. 

During his 2012 sentencing 
before U.S. District Judge 
Richard Jones, Harris- 
Moore said his dream of 
flying was the only thing 
that saved him from the 


nightmare of a child¬ 
hood of neglect at the 
hands of an abusive al¬ 
coholic mother. He said 
some of the burglaries he 
committed were done to 
steal food so he wouldn't 
starve. 

The federal sentence was 
set to run concurrently 
with a 7 1 /2-year sentence 
imposed in a state court 
for a series of home and 
business burglaries.Q 
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This photo provided by Lionsgate shows, Liam Hemsworth, left, as Gale Hawthorne, Sam Clafln, 
back left, as Finnick Odair, Evan Ross, back right, as Messalia, and Jennifer Lawrence, right, as 
Katniss Everdeen, in the film, “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2.” Associated Press 
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Last ‘Hunger Games’ 
opens to franchise low 
of $101 million 


LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

“Mockingjay — Part 2,” the 
final “Hunger Games” film, 
soared to a $101 million 
opening in its first weekend 
in theaters, according to 
Rentrak estimates Sunday. 
For most films, the figure 
would be a coup, but 
the latest chapter of “The 
Hunger Games" collected 
the lowest opening take 
among the four films in the 
series. 

The series starring Jenni¬ 
fer Lawrence kicked off 
with a bang in March 2012 
with a massive $152.5 mil¬ 
lion weekend — one of 
the highest openings of all 
time. 

“Catching Fire," the sec¬ 
ond film in the franchise, 
one-upped that with a 
$158.1 million debut in No¬ 
vember 2013. 

Lionsgate split the final 
book in Suzanne Collins’ 
trilogy into two films, follow¬ 
ing the precedent of “Twi¬ 
light" and “Harry Potter.” 
“Mockingjay — Part 1” 
opened on this weekend 
last year to $121.9 million, 
considered at the time 
to be a necessary and 
expected dip while fans 
awaited the final install¬ 
ment, which, if it had mim¬ 
icked “Twilight” or “Harry 
Potter,” would have snared 
at least the second-highest 
(if not highest) opening in 
the series. 

The franchise low for the 
final “Hunger Games" film, 
which cost a reported $160 
million to make, was a bit 
of a surprise. Lionsgate, 
however, was not disap¬ 
pointed. 

“It’s a great accomplish¬ 
ment. The overall franchise 
has grossed over $2 billion 
worldwide and counting," 
said David Spitz, co-presi¬ 
dent of theatrical distribu¬ 
tion for Lionsgate. “It’s a 
pretty phenomenal result.” 
Expectations run high 
when films become so 
popular and successful in 
such a short a time, said 
Paul Dergarabedian, a se¬ 
nior media analyst for Ren¬ 
trak. 


“If we live in a world where 
a $100 million opening is 
a disappointment, that's 
pretty crazy,” he said 
Only 34 movies in history 
have opened at over $100 
million, including all four in 
“The Hunger Games” se¬ 
ries. 

Dergarabedian attributes 
the showing to a down 
marketplace. Just two 
weekends ago, “Spectre,” 
which fell to second place 
this week with $14.6 mil¬ 
lion, failed to live up to the 
domestic opening of “Sky- 
fall,” the previous James 
Bond film. 

“Thanksgiving represents a 
good opportunity for a re¬ 
ally strong second week¬ 
end,” Dergarabedian said 
of “Mockingjay — Part 2." 
With $12.8 million, “The 
Peanuts Movie” finished 
behind “Spectre” and 
ahead of the Seth Rogen 
holiday comedy “The Night 
Before,” which earned an 
expected $10.1 million. The 
R-rated film cost about $25 
million to produce. 

“This is a movie that peo¬ 
ple love. Opening early 
seemed like a really good 
prelude to the Thanksgiv¬ 
ing weekend where it will 
expand beautifully,” said 
Rory Bruer, Sony’s president 
of worldwide distribution. 
“It's a good start for us.” 
The Julia Roberts thriller 
“The Secret in Their Eyes,” a 
remake of the Oscar-win¬ 
ning Argentinian film, de¬ 
buted wide this weekend 
to $6.6 million from 2,392 
locations — slightly under 
expectations. 

With the weekend box of¬ 
fice down 11 percent from 
last year, it remains to be 
seen whether 2015 will in¬ 
deed become a record- 
breaking $11 billion year 
as many predicted at the 
outset. Box office is up 4.2 
percent from last year, but 
2013 is the year to beat — 
and this year is tracking less 
than 1 percent ahead of 
that. 

“We’re in the home 
stretch,” Dergarabedian 
said. “But remember, we 
have a little secret weap¬ 
on in ‘Star Wars.”’G 
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